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Beyond Blackface
Panel to Discuss Diversity and Inclusion
Initiatives Following Fall ‘Aida’ Protests

Professor Michael Allen, special advisor to the dean on diversity initiatives, addresses his acting class.

Awije Bahrami
Entertainment Editor
The first panel discussion
prompted by last semester’s
student protests alleging
blackface in “Aida” will take
place on Friday after a readthrough of an African-American play performed with an
all-black ensemble in honor
of Black History Month.

Awije Bahrami | The Montclarion

“We need to take a better look at what we are planning
for our season selections to include shows that are more
designed for African-American or Latino students.”
- Professor Michael Allen

The panel discussion is part
of a larger initiative to have
more diversity and inclusion
in the Department of Theater
and Dance.
According to Andy Stover, the literary manager of
the department, the initiative
will include “choosing plays
from a diverse roster of writers, from different ethnicities, racial backgrounds and
to also address the broader
issue of inclusion and colorblind casting.”
Five months ago, a group
of students held a series of
demonstrations outside Memorial Theater, saying that
white actors were using
“blackface” in the production
of “Aida,” a musical about an
Ethiopian slave princess.
Faculty from the Department of Theater and Dance
dismissed this charge at the
time, saying some actors
were simply using stage
makeup to depict tanned
skin. Nevertheless, the chairperson of the Department of
Theater and Dance, Randy
Mugleston, promised to
host discussion forums to
promote open conversation
about inclusion and the arts.
The debate for more inclusion in the department has
Aida continued on Page 2

‘A Day Without Immigrants’

Posters Annoucing LASO’s Participation Defaced
particularly in the restaurant
business, supported their
employees who adhered to
the march by closing their
shops and restaurants for the
day. Other business owners,
far from being supportive of
the cause, fired every worker
who did not show up to work
on that Thursday.
The members of the LASO
hung flyers outside their office, announcing their support and participation in “A
Day Without Immigrants.”
Despite the support of some
students, someone in the
Montclair State community
clearly disagrees with the
message, since at least one
of the flyers put up by LASO
was vandalized with the
message “Go back to your
country.”
It is not known as of now
who vandalized the signs
that the organization hung

Lucia Godoy
Assistant Web Editor
Thousands of people
marched during the protests
held in major cities across the
country Thursday, Feb. 16,
which was declared “A Day
Without Immigrants.” Montclair State’s Latin-American Student Organization
(LASO) was among the participants who united against
President Trump’s plans for
building a wall along the
Mexican border, the Muslim
ban and other immigration
measures he has announced
are in his agenda.
During the march, thousands of immigrants skipped
school and work, and refrained from shopping in
order to participate in the
protest and show how much
of an impact their absence
would have in America’s
daily routine.
Many business owners,
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Protestors hold signs outside of Memorial Auditorium last semester.

been going on for years, said
Michael Allen, an associate
professor of acting and the
special advisor to the dean
on diversity initiatives, who
spearheaded the discussions
for more representation of
minorities.
“We need to take a better
look at what we are planning
for our season selections to
include shows that are more
designed for African-American or Latino students,”
Allen said, adding that the
plays should portray not only
Latino or African-American
people, but also black or Latino culture.
It’s not just Allen who feels
this way. Some students also
say the department needs
more inclusion.
Senior theater studies major Benjamin James thinks
that the department could

Daniella Heminghaus| The Montclarion

do a better job in that respect.
“The staff should reflect the
students, and the productions
should reflect the diversity
of our student body as well,”
said James.
Senior Theater Production
major Dania Felix who initiated the “Aida” protests last
semester said the department
is doing what they think is
best for the students.
“In reality it is not helping
out all the minorities,” said
Felix, adding that as a starting point it would be helpful to have the smaller plays
be written by minority playwrights with “more pieces
that depict the lifestyle of people of color.”
After the “blackface” protests, Felix, Allen and the dean
of students had an informal
meeting where they cleared
up any miscommunication

and misunderstandings. They
came to the conclusion that
Allen will be using Felix as an
aide in terms of communicating with students.
“I think the gist of the protest was more inclusion, not
blackface,” said Allen.
Allen’s initiative is showing
some progress. Next year, one
of the season selections will be
an African-American show,
marking the first AfricanAmerican show performed by
students in 12 years.
“It’s gonna take time to see
significant changes,” Allen
said. “A lot of stuff is going
back and looking, examining
and changing the culture of
the college of the arts, as well
as the culture of this university when it comes to minorities,
when it comes to students,
when it comes to recruitment.”

Immigrants: LASO President Comments
on Vandalism

Continued from page 1

up. Madelyne Montes, the
president of LASO made the
following statement:
“It is unfortunate that someone, whether it’s a member
of our [Montclair State] community or not, did this to our
signs, but we decided to keep
everything up to demonstrate

that we are here, present and
strong. We are not going anywhere and we welcome all
those that support and stand
with us. Thank you to all our
brothers and sisters from our
campus community that have
shown support and love.”
Despite the “Day Without

Immigrants” having gained
momentum on social media
after the Women’s March,
Montclair State University did
not show at any point its support or disagreement on social
media.
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Wednesday, Feb. 15
Williams Hall: Student Elijah Alvarado, 19, of Bayonne,
N.J. was arrested and charged
with receiving stolen property, unlawful use of credit
cards, theft of a motor vehicle,
taking means of conveyance,
two counts of theft, two counts
of criminal trespassing, possession of marijuana and hindering apprehension for his
involvement in an incident.
Alvarado is scheduled to appear in Passaic County Superior Court.

Thursday, Feb. 16
University Hall: A student reported an incident of criminal
mischief. This case is under investigation.

Monday, Feb. 20
Sinatra Hall: A student reported an incident of theft.
This case is under investigation.

Sunday, Feb. 19
Bohn Hall: Student Lauren
Arace, 18, of Barnegat, N.J.
was arrested and charged
with simple assault and an act
of domestic violence for her
involvement in an incident.
Arace is schedule to appear in
Clifton Municipal Court.

Monday, Feb. 20
CarParc Diem: A student reported an incident of theft.
This case is under investigation.

Anyone who has information regarding these incidents
is urged to call the police station at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.
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School of Nursing’s Inaugural Semester
Lacks Program for Current Undergrads

Jenna Gambino, a prospective
nursing student.

Heather Berzack
Contributing Writer
As of the start of the spring
semester, Montclair State’s
newest construction project,
The School of Nursing, was
completed and is currently up
and running in Partridge Hall.
While there was much anticipation for this vibrant addition
to Montclair State’s campus,
it has already been followed
with some disappointment
from a number of undergraduate students.
This new program is for
graduate students only, meaning that students who wish
to enroll in Montclair State’s
School of Nursing must first
receive their associate’s degree
as well as a current New Jersey
nursing license before being
eligible for this particular program.
In fact, a few students are
even considering transferring

Heather Berzack| The Montclarion

to other schools in the area,
such as William Paterson University or Bergen Community
College, since they currently
offer nursing programs for
undergraduates.
Jenna Gambino, an 18-yearold undeclared freshman in
her second semester at Montclair State, was one of those
students heavily anticipating
the new School of Nursing.
Recounting her feelings during enrollment, Gambino said,
“When I heard that there was
a new nursing building under
construction, I was excited because nursing was something
I was considering off the bat.
It was honestly one of the biggest reasons I applied to Montclair State in the first place.”
Yet when she returned to
campus for the spring semester, she was disappointed with
the reality of what the building offered, realizing then that
it did not offer a program for

undergraduates.
ing into Bergen County ComShe stated that she “knew munity College to enroll in
from the beginning that Wil- their undergraduate nursing
liam Paterson offered a nurs- program.
ing program,” but was “reMontclair State did pubally looking forward to seeing lish multiple articles on the
what Montclair [State] was go- university website outlining
ing to have in store” for her.
in advance what the program
Jenna said that with this was going to offer. However,
new-found knowledge, she is students have to manually
now looking into the under- search and or look for these
graduate nursing program at articles, and the school failed
William Paterson University to stress that they do not offor the fall.
fer a nursing program for unCurrently, The School of dergraduates just yet. They
Nursing offers a program for instead just do not mention it,
registered nurses (RNs) that and according to Joyce, had
gives them opportunity to made a promise they could
further their careers and re- not fulfill at the time.
ceive a Bachelor of Science in
On the other hand, while the
Nursing (BSN). By fall of 2017, building’s completion and opa full BSN program will be- eration has now made it clear
come available, followed by that an undergraduate nursa Master of Nursing (MSN) ing program does not curprogram, a five-year BSN- rently exist at Montclair State,
MSN program, and a Doctor the school is in the process of
making it a possibility.
of Nursing Practice program.
While new graduate level
programs are expected for the
upcoming semesters, another
freshman in her second semester, biology major Alexis Joyce,
has found herself expressing
similar disappointment in this
news.
She explained that she was
told coming in by staff that she
would be able to transfer into
the nursing program around
the start of the spring semester. Unfortunately for Joyce,
that did not happen.
Joyce said that, if she had
known that an undergraduate
program through The School
of Nursing would not be available right away, she would
have chosen a school that had
already accepted her into an
undergraduate nursing program.
Joyce expressed that Montclair’s staff “should have let
students know about this so
they didn’t waste their time Dr. Janice Smolowitz, dean of The
and money.” She is now look- School of Nursing.

Dr. Janice Smolowitz, the
dean of the School of Nursing,
explained where the school is
currently at in terms of providing an undergraduate program for students interested in
nursing.
“We have gotten a lot of inquiries from people wanting
to find out about [the undergraduate program],” Smolowitz said. “All we can say right
now is that, yes, we are in the
process of making that happen, and when the New Jersey
Board of Nursing says that’s
okay, then we will put it up
on our website immediately.
But until the Board of Nursing
gives us a total approval of the
curriculum, staffing and resources, I can’t say anything.”

Heather Berzack| The Montclarion

Student Unofficially Breaks
Jumping Jack World Record

Fiorella Medina
Copy Editor

On Thursday, Feb. 16 in
a personalized fitness class
taught by Professor Robert
Gilbert, senior Cosimo Carrieri, an exercise science major, set a world record by doing 109 jumping jacks in one
minute, breaking the Guiness
World Record of 106 in a minute.
Carrieri is not Gilbert’s student; he is his volunteer assistant. He was helping Gilbert
prove a point to the class on
how everybody has the ability to do whatever they want
to do; all they need is strategy.
The class is a course in personalized fitness covering
theories and techniques of the
physiological and psychological components of fitness.
“It’s basically a class saying
you can do things rather than
saying ‘I can’t do it,’” said Joseph Stefanelli, a junior information technology major.
Last Thursday was not the
first time Carrieri attempted
to achieve as many jumping jacks as he could in one
minute. Two days earlier, on
Tuesday, he made it up to 102
jumping jacks in a suit and tie.
However, there was no training involved, only preparing
mentally and having a history
of lifting weights 4 to 5 times
a week. The last time he had
done a jumping jack was over
the summer.
Before Carrieri embarked
on his journey to beat a record—this time in sweats—

Exercise science major, Cosimo Carrieri, performs jumping jacks in front
of his class.

Rebecca Tash| The Montclarion

Gilbert began class by having
the field hockey student assistant coach Katelyn Cannarozzi recite the famous speech of
Herb Brooks, coach of the 1980
Men’s U.S. Olympic hockey
team. The opening line states,
“Great moments are born
from great opportunities.”
As Gilbert brought Carrieri to the front of the class to
begin, the class became silent
in anticipation of an inspirational message from Gilbert.
Instead he said, “Cosimo is on
a full four-year scholarship of
jumping jacks.”
With that, the timer was set
and so was the determination
in his eyes and concentrated
breathing. There was complete and utter silence as no

one wanted to break Carrieri’s
concentration.
The unbelievable speed made
it seem as if Carrieri stopped
time to get 21 jumping jacks
in the first ten seconds. As he
started to slow down 40 seconds in, Gilbert and the rest of
the class clapped and encouraged him to keep going, which
made him pick up the speed.
With ten seconds left in time,
he added 16 more jumping
jacks to bring the final count
to 109.
The class filled with cheer
as the timer rang and Gilbert
said to Carrieri, “That was
good form by the way. Your
preschool teacher would be
proud.”

Professor Robert Gilbert checks
Cosimo Carrier’s pulse, after Carrieri
performed 109 jumping jacks in one
minute.

Rebecca Tash| The Montclarion
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Telescope Night Draws Local
Four-Year-Old Space Enthusiast
Christina Urban
Assistant News Editor
A family of four waited
inside of the Center for Environmental and Life Sciences
building to stay warm. Two
sisters, one with a NASA helmet and shiny space gloves,
ran around, excited to stargaze at Public Telescope
Night.
The Bloomfield family—
mother Angie Koeneker, 38,
father Josh Trojak, 37, daughter Hannah Trojak, 4, and
daughter Tala Trojak, 23
months—comes to this event
almost every week, mainly
for Hannah because she loves
space, Koeneker said.
“We came here a year and
a half ago for the first time,
and it really sparked an interest for her in learning more
about space, and since then—
we are all space, all of the time
at home,” said Koeneker.
Public Telescope Night is
available on campus in the
Science Quad every clear
Thursday night (minus spring
break) from 8 to 9 p.m. The
weekly event, held from January 19 to April 27, is brought
to the public by the North
Jersey Astronomical Group
(NJAG).
On warmer nights, around
ten people come to stargaze
and about five telescopes are
used, according to NJAG volunteer and recent Montclair
State alumnus Kevin Miller.
Depending on the date and
weather conditions, the moon,
stars, constellations, planets, galaxies and more can be
viewed. On this night, clusters such as Pleiades, a cluster
that gives off blue light, were
visible from the telescopes.
NJAG’s telescope nights
on campus allow Hannah

Christina Urban | The Montclarion

Hannah Trojack (center) wears her NASA gear to watch the stars each week.

to see sights from nebulas to
stars, an opportunity which
sparked Hannah’s interest in
science, her mother said.
“As a matter of fact, her class
is now doing a space exploration at school because she is
so interested and comes in
and tells them about telescope
nights every Thursday,” said
Koeneker.
“I think what we have come
to appreciate is that they
make an effort to incorporate
younger children into the
event,” Koeneker continued.
“It really has been such an educational opportunity for our
four-year-old. I think between
our space pursuit at home and
their encouragement, we have
a four-year-old that’s really

interested in science and space
and that’s what we want. It’s
been a great experience and

she absolutely loves it. They
now know her because she
shows up in her NASA attire

every week.”
Hannah said her plan is to
be the first girl to go to Jupiter.

“I think what we have come to
appreciate is that they make an
effort to incorporate younger
children into the event.”
-Angie Koeneker, Bloomfield mother

Class of 2014 Alumni Wedding
is a Montclair State Affair
Alexandra Clark
Assistant News Editor
People say that college is
the best four years of your
life. And for Montclair State
Class of 2014 graduates, and
now newlyweds, George Juzdan and Sheena Higgins, that
rings true. They were married
on February 12, 2017, but their
love story began in 2013 when
they met on the Montclair
State University campus.
George applied to a few colleges but ultimately decided
to go to Montclair State for the
convenience of being so close
to his residence in Woodland Park, New Jersey. The
same year they met at school,
George was serving as Student Government Association
(SGA) president. Since that
time, George and Sheena both
earned degrees from Montclair State in accounting and
communication and media
arts respectively.
Sheena works at Montclair
State as the program assistant
for the Disability Resource
Center. During his time at
MSU, George had an internship at the O’Connor Davies
accounting firm in Paramus
and the company hired him
right out of college.
“You can’t get any better
than that,” George’s father,
Russell Juzdan said. Russell
also works at the university as
real estate coordinator.
Pride for Montclair State
runs deep for the Juzdan family. George’s younger brother,
Nicholas, graduated from the

Newlyweds George Juzdan and Sheena Higgins pose with family, friends and Rocky the Red Hawk at their reception.

Photo courtesy of Michelle Handal

sell said. “The campus is always being updated and the
facilities are in great shape.
It’s been a great experience for
my children. And it’s been a
great place to work. President
Cole is a great leader and has
helped moved the university
closer.”
George proposed to Sheena
at a restaurant on the Hudson
River. Their wedding ceremony was held at St. George Orthodox Church in Little Falls

joying their honeymoon in Jamaica, but after the church service, they had a special stop to
make. They took a trip to the
Montclair State campus and
brought a photographer with
them to take some pictures in
front of the red hawk statue by
College Hall.
“That’s how much they love
MSU,” Russell said.

university in 2015 and his sister Janine is currently a sophomore English major. Additionally, his older brother Paul is
currently getting his MBA
from Montclair State’s Feliciano School of Business.
“We’re a big MSU family,”
Russell said.
Although George’s mom
and dad never attended the
university, they love it all the
same. “It’s a great education
at a reasonable price,” Rus-

and the reception to follow
was held at the Pleasantdale
Chateau in West Orange.
Along with their family and
friends in attendance, George
and Sheena’s wedding featured a lot of special guests
and alumni of Montclair State,
including Vice President of
Student Development and
Campus Life Dr. Karen Pennington, Dean Carter and even
Rocky the Red Hawk.
The couple is currently en-

themontclarion.org
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"Passionate" English
Professor: Dr.Jeffrey Gonzalez

Jeffrey Gonzalez, a Montclair State professor, in his office at Dickson Hall.

Cassandra Sardo
Copy Editor
Dr. Jeffrey Gonzalez has
been at Montclair State for just
over a semester, but has already
established a reputation as an
American Literature virtuoso
and an exceptional professor.
At 37, he looks the part. He
wears tan oxfords, pairs a
sweater over his button-up,
and fidgets with his glasses. His
watch, which doesn’t fit him
properly, rests on the lecture
podium during class instead of
his wrist. He’s handsome. His
language is thoughtful and deliberate.
His fervor for whatever he
teaches feels unrivaled—there
is a quality in his passion that
suggests it lives outside the
classroom.
Rewind ten years and Gonzalez was in his twenties, teaching high school, spending the
afternoons at a Barnes and
Noble with a fellow high school
teacher who he was dating.
“I was talking about this book
I’d read, this movie I’d seen,
and an interesting connection
between the two of them, and

she said to me, ‘You need to
find someone who wants to talk
to you about books all the time.’
Because she didn’t want to,” he
said.
It hadn’t occurred to Gonzalez that his colleagues and his
students didn’t have the same
vehemence he had. He was
teaching his students “Huck
Finn,” which he had become
obsessed with. They didn’t get
it. He went home, got a sack
of White Castle burgers, drank
two beers and wrote his class a
thirteen-page letter.
“That, I think, told me that I
needed to be someplace where I
could talk about these things,”
he said.
Gonzalez got his Ph.D. in
English from Penn State, specializing in contemporary and
twentieth-century American literature. And he was absorbed
by it.
“My whole life was get up,
read, go to class, read, write,
teach, read, write, go to bed, go
to the gym,” he said. “But that
was so satisfying to me. I felt
like I was getting smarter every
day and I felt like I was learning every day and I didn’t feel

the absence of some other thing
people call a ‘real life.’ It was as
edifying as any sort of stretch of
my life has ever been.”
He taught at Oberlin College
in Ohio in 2011 and then Borough of Manhattan Community
College for a few years. He was
hired as an assistant professor
at Montclair State University after he and his wife moved from
Jersey City to South Orange,
so that they would have better
services for their 3-year-old son
with special needs.
“I had no hope I was going to
get this job. None whatsoever,”
Gonzalez said. This came as a
surprise to his current students.
“He was especially aware of
how he was doing, asking for
our feedback, always looking
to improve,” Joseph Glinbizzi,
one of Gonzalez’s first students,
said. “I think that quality is representative of his spirit as an
educator.”
Another of his students, Fe
Reyes, described him as having
a “gracefulness.” A senior English major, she took one of Gonzalez’s first courses at Montclair
State—a seminar in American
Literature. “He’s very student-

Teanna Owens | The Montclarion
based. He’s always willing to
learn,” she said. “And I’ve always appreciated a professor
who, in addition to caring about
their research, cares about the
success of the student. That
comes with being humble.”
And humble might be an understatement. On Rate My Professors, Gonzalez has an overall quality rating of 4.8 from
Borough of Manhattan Community College, 5.0 from Penn
State, and 5.0 from Montclair
State. All three schools have
also awarded him a chili pepper, which indicates a professor’s attractiveness.
“I’ve never really thought of
myself as a particularly goodlooking person,” Gonzalez said.
His students disagree.
“I think he is adorable. I think
he is attractive,” Reyes said. But
she knows that doesn’t factor
into her success; it doesn’t contribute to her academic experience. She respects his expertise
in the field and his effectiveness
in the classroom far more.
Firorella Medina, a student
in Gonzalez’s American Literature class, said, “Once he
walked in [the classroom], I

couldn’t help but realize he was
appealing to the eye.” But she
added, “Once he started to talk
about how passionate he was
toward English, I was hooked
and just wanted to be in that
class forever.”
“If I’m being fully honest, it is
a compliment,” Gonzalez said.
But he doesn’t want his appearance to be the reason students
enroll in his class. He doesn’t
want students, or anyone observing his classes, to mistake
charisma for quality of instruction.
“We’re not talking about anything sexy,” he laughed, even
though Jhumpa Lahiri’s “Sexy”
appears on his syllabus.
“I do have this fantasy, I
still maintain this fantasy, that
my class is going to be the one
that really matters to you in the
course of the semester,” he said,
addressing his students. But he
is realistic about that not always
being the case. "You might walk
out of here with two or three
things—or even two or three
feelings—that I hope really
matter to you further on."

"[Dr. Jeffrey Gonzalez] was especially aware of how he

was doing, asking for our feedback, always looking to improve. I think that quality is… representative of his spirit
as an educator.”
- Joseph Glinbizzi, one of Gonzalez’s first students at Montclair
State

themontclarion.org
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Mad Style at Montclair State:
A Fashion Column By Carlie Madlinger

Autumn Harrison, a undercalred freshman at Montclair State said she loves fashion. “

Carlie Madlinger | The Montclarion

"Fashion is what makes us individual. It sets us apart
by bringing attention to what we love about ourselves."
Elaine G. Sinisi, Owner of Valley Girl

Julia Funcheon, a junior family and child studies at Montclair State, walking the
runway in front of her peers.

On Monday, Feb. 20, at 7
p.m., fourteen beautiful Montclair State students strutted
down the runway sporting
Valley Girl attire to kick off
Anorexia Nervosa and Associated Disorders (ANAD) Week.
Held in University Hall on the
7th floor, this event was the first
ANAD Fashion Show held by
the Montclair State chapter of
the national sorority, Delta Phi
Epsilon (DPhiE).
As one of three national philanthropies that DPhiE raises
money for, the ANAD mission
is “to alleviate suffering and
provide support for those afflicted with eating disorders,"
according to the organization's
website.
“As women, we all know
what it is like to feel uncomfortable with our bodies, and our
mission is to spread awareness
about ANAD so that no one else,
male or female, has to feel uncomfortable in their own skin,”
said Alli Lamhing, a sister and
the vice president of programming for DPhiE, as well as the

coordinator of ANAD Week.
The sophomore English major added, “I personally feel
that taking care of yourself, be
it emotionally or physically,
has many benefits. Whether it
is going to the gym, using your
favorite skin care product or
wearing your favorite outfit
when you find that one thing
that makes you feel your best, I
think it is important to take the
time to make yourself feel good.
Shopping and clothes are two
things that almost every girl
loves, so a fashion show only
made sense.”
As a sorority that values “empowering women to be something,” it was only fitting that
they host this fashion show for
ANAD. Lamhing said, “Allowing women on campus to feel
their best self by walking in the
fashion show was our prime focus.”
Valley Girl, a local clothing
store, provided the ensembles
for the show, which were styled
by the owner, Elaine G. Sinisi, and two employees of the

unique boutique, to reflect the
Valley Girl image and the spring
season.
Sinisi decided to be a part of
the ANAD Fashion Show because of how important body
image is to Valley Girl.
“We believe that beauty comes
in all shapes and sizes," Sinisi
said. "Eating disorders are so
prevalent and I am happy to be
able to help bring attention to
such an important cause."
She continued, “Fashion is
what makes us individual. It
sets us apart by bringing attention to what we love about ourselves. Self-love should be front
and center when stepping out to
face every new day, and how we
style ourselves as women is how
we project our love to the world.
The fashion show also had local Montclair vendors like Hand
& Stone and Chelsea Square,
which support healthy living.
"I loved every minute of it,”
said audience member and sister of Sigma Delta Tau, Miranda
Dambrot. “It was just so fantastic, I didn't want it to end.”

Carlie Madlinger | The Montclarion

Erin O’Connor, a junior English major whose sorority, Tri
Sigma, co-sponsored the event
said, “We’re all girls. We know
what it’s like to be uncomfortable with your body so we really wanted to be here to support
them because we totally agree."
She added, "All of the girls
are a good representation—nobody looks the same. There’s a
good mix of different kinds of
girls.”
“I think the fashion show
went very well,” said sophomore marketing major and sister of DPhiE, Cristianna Barcz.
“I think it’s great that these
girls had the confidence to get
up in front of everyone and
really raise awareness for this
cause: ANAD Week. I really
hold this philanthropy close
to my heart, and I’m so happy
that we raised money for it.”
“I think fashion is sometimes misconstrued where it’s
just like, you have to be a tall,
skinny model," said Gina Bonacarti, sophomore family and
child studies major and phi-

lanthropy chair of DPhiE. "We
wanted to show here that that's
not what it is. Wear whatever
you want to; wear what you're
comfortable in.”
Alli Lamhing believes DPhiE's
motto, “Esse Quam Videri,”
which translates to “To Be
Rather Than To Seem To Be,”
represents ANAD and what
the week stands for perfectly.
“Our motto is so powerful
and has gotten me through
hardships because it constantly reminds me that who I am
is who I am meant to be," she
said. "We believe as sisters of
Delta Phi Epsilon that being
your true self is what makes
you, you.
Lamhing continued, “The
work that ANAD does supports this idea as well by supporting those who battle body
image insecurities to recognize
how beautiful they are as they
are.”
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Glenn Davidson: Savior of the School
of Communication and Media

Unsung Heroes of Montclair State University
A series featuring stories about people within the university community whose jobs are unusual and often go unnoticed

Glenn Davison, a television engineering technician for the broadcast and media operations department.

Aleksandra Mufceska
Staff Writer
Electrical wires wrapped
around a room full of students
flooded by fluorescent blue
lights. On the set, cameras
rolled, while a huge TV screen
played the final results of a live
news production. Just behind
the set, a door, slightly propped
open by more wires, lead to the
preview of where the real magic
was happening.
Behind the scenes, the control
room was dimly lit by a number
of space-like computer screens.
Amidst the beautifully orchestrated chaos of the small room
stood Glenn Davison, the television engineering technician for
the broadcast and media operations department.
To a handful of students and
staff at Montclair State University, Davidson is a familiar and
very friendly face to see. When
things technically don’t seem to
be working, such as the internet or almost anything pertaining to technology on campus,
Davidson is considered a true
savior.
“At the beginning of the semester, I was having serious
issues with a video editing
program, Avid, and Glenn was
my saving grace,” said Steve

Gauthier, a senior television
and digital media production
major. “Without his help I probably would’ve failed my first
project and every single one after that."
Within minutes of an email,
or call, Davidson will happily
appear and have the problem
fixed in what seems to be seconds. He said he truly does love
his job and genuinely enjoys
helping others, especially students.
“Whenever I need help or
have technical difficulties with
a piece of equipment, Glenn is
always there to help with a humorous and positive attitude,”
said Allison Council, a senior
television and digital media
major, as she laughed.
Students in the School of
Communication and Media
agree concerning how challenging, stressful and intimidating it
is to use certain equipment.
“My favorite aspect of this
job is when I’m able to show a
student who’s struggling with
something how to get it and to
see them excel, to get better at
it, and then see them have more
confidence in themselves,” said
Davidson. “I can see it in their
faces, and it’s just a really good
feeling to know that I played
some sort of part in that.”

Aleksandra Mufceska | The Montclarion

Josue Dajes (left) and Glenn Davidson (right) moving a teleprompter back
into the production lab at Morehead Hall.

Technology is changing every single day, and while most
students and faculty can agree
how frustrating it can be, they
say they’re happy that there’s
someone keeping up with it.
“The man seems to know exactly what’s wrong before you
even finish explaining the problem. He’s like the momma bear
of the control room,” said Vic-

tor Tsyplenkov, a senior in digital broadcast and media.
Davidson is also certified in
Avid, a software used to edit
video footage. He encourages
students to ask for help in learning any equipment or software.
“It’s never a bad thing to ask
for help. There’s nothing wrong
with asking for help and it
doesn’t make you worse than

Aleksandra Mufceska | The Montclarion

the student next you if you’re
asking for help,” said Davidson,
with a pleasant smile on his face.
“The whole point of college is to
come here and learn stuff.”

themontclarion.org
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advanced degrees
advance careers.

OPEN HOUSE
sunday, february 26, 2017
10:45 a.m.
register at

montclair.edu/graduate/open-house

attendees receive
$60 application fee waiver.
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Obesity Research Helps Montclair State
Students Live Healthier Lives
Jennifer Leon
Staff Writer

The Center for Quantitative
Obesity Research is a math
and science group located in
Richardson Hall, room 262,
that helps the patient obtain
their weight loss goals by using
mathematical models to objectively count calories.
Biology and nutrition students from Montclair State University guide faculty, staff and
now students to lose weight
for a one-time fee of $40 that
is pending change due to low
funding.
“Once the patient is accepted, we assign them to one of
our counselors where they
can schedule appointments
on a weekly basis,” said Amir
Golnabi, assistant professor
of the math department and
co-director of The Center for
Quantitative Obesity Research,
which is part of the weight
management clinic.
“Dr. Diana Thomas created
a mathematical model and
in this model you put a person’s weight, height and BMI
(body mass index) and what
the person’s weight goal is,”
said Julian Litrento, a nutrition student, who added that
the machine is able to calculate
how many calories a person
needs to intake for a period
of 24 weeks for them to reach
their goal.
The mathematical model
estimates where a person’s
weight would be if they follow the advice given by the
weight loss counselors. There
are upper and lower boundaries which show if the patient is
eating too many calories or eating less calories than needed.
“We have something called
'the red zone' which is when
a person is not eating enough
calories and losing too much
weight," said Litrento. "That is

Amir Golnabi (left), assistant professor of the math department and co-director of The Center for Quantitative Obesity Research poses with Julian Litrento
(right), senior nutrition student and weight loss counselor.

when we make adjustments accordingly."
She continued, "We think
self-report is not very reliable
because a lot of people tend to
under-report what they are eating and then wonder why they
are not losing the weight. This
is especially true for woman because it’s a social taboo to not
eat too much.” He explained
that The Center for Quantita-

tive Research helps its patients
by going as far as providing
healthy and low-calorie recipes.
At the clinic, the procedure
is a lot like what you experience at a doctor's office. Patients
even go as far as changing into
a set of clothing such as shorts
and a shirt. The patient is then
weighed on a scale and measured by their waist circumference, which is a big indicator of

Jennifer Leon | The Montclarion

fat loss.
Using the bioelectric impedance analysis (BIA) machine,
a small yet harmless current
runs throughout the body,
which allows the machine to
measure the resistance (impedance) when the current travels
through the body. The machine
provides an estimated measure
of the fat percentage in the patient’s body.

The weight loss counselors
then use a portable ultrasound
that shows the changes in skin
and fat over a period of weeks.
This ultrasound illustrates how
the patient is actually losing fat
instead of muscle mass.
The clinic was previously only
for faculty and staff of Montclair State, but as of fall 2016, it
has been open for students and
is currently looking to increase
the number of patients and the
number of student counselors.
“We don’t have any psychology students with us, but we
are also thinking of expanding
our services for patients dealing
with psychological problems
[that come with weight loss],"
Golnabi said. "If they are, we
advise them to go see Counseling and Psychological Service.”
Rajesh Gautam, a visiting
scholar from India who is researching obesity and prevalence of obesity globally for
his post-doctorate at Montclair
State, said that in India, there is
a bigger focus on plant-based
nutrition while in America
most foods are microwavable,
or come in a can.
“I see so many students in
classrooms carrying around big
energy drinks," Gautum said.
"That is what we call empty calories. There is a higher intake of
fatty substances like sugar and
carbs and that is what is leading
to weight gain.”
Golnabi said that, as a young
college student, he would prepare his meals at home because
it was healthier and more cost
efficient. He said, “Even if
you’re very busy, just keep the
right ingredients in your fridge.
Avoid certain things and develop good habits. If you want to
be healthy, there are no excuses.
Weight loss is not a one day or
one-week program. An individual needs to be mindful and be
prepared to lose weight."

Contact montclarionfeature@gmail.com for more information.
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Help Wanted
CLASSIFIEDS
Looking for After-School Help? Babysitters? PartTimers? Place your Classified Ad right here in The
Montclarion. Low one-time Rate & Extended exposure. Proven Results. Book your classified NOW! For
info Email: MontclarionAdSales@gmail.com or call
Don Spielvogel (973) 655-5237 or (215) 860-5533
CHILDCARE / DRIVER NEEDED FOR UPPER
MONTCLAIR FAMILY
Seeking a responsible, reliable person to pick up
two (busy!) middle school children from school in
Montclair, and drive them to their various sports and
lessons, walk our friendly Labrador, and help with
errands. Must have reliable car, good driving record,
and strong references. Nonsmoking home. Can be for
1, 2 or 3 afternoons a week, 2:30pm to approx. 7pm.
Email: Judigermano@gmail.com
$15-20 / HR, BEFORE or AFTER SCHOOL, DRIVING SITTER, LIVINGSTON
Seeking responsible care for two children (age 3 &
6). Monday to Friday, 7:00 am-9:00 am to assist with
breakfast, light clean-up & getting the kids to school.
On some workday afternoons, we may need someone
from 3:30 – 5:30 pm to pick-up from school, light
snacks, homework assist, driving to local sports &
supervision of play. Must have own car with a clean
driving record. Experience preferred & a reference(s)
required.
Email: yihongzhu@live.com or text: (973) 520-6980.

Classifieds
Help Wanted
AFTERNOON SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We are seeking an afternoon sitter 3 days/week, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. We have three
children, 11, 8, 4 and a
dog. Sitter must be able to drive & have a clean driving
record. Afternoons will consist of homework help, driving
to activities, occasional playdates and tidying up. If you
are interested, please email: Lonergana@gtlaw.com.
$200 / WEEK AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
Seeking an After-School Sitter Beginning 9/12, Mon, Wed,
Thurs, 3-6 pm w / flexibility. Responsibilities include:
Receiving 10 year-old from school van that drops at our
home, Overseeing homework, Occasional driving to after
school activities for 10 year-old & siblings, 17 & 14. Walking distance to MSU. Good opportunity for education
students interested in working with children with learning
disabilities.
Email: Pamelagoldsteen@gmail.com.
$200.00 / WK – AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER
NEEDED, MONTCLAIR
Need an after school sitter starting Sept. 13 for our three
children ages 3-1/2 – 5. Tues – Thurs, 3-6 pm. You will
drive our minivan to pick them up from school. Looking
for someone very reliable.
Please email: kgrayrock@gmail.com. $200 per week.

LOCAL WRITER SEEKS WEBSITE DESIGN HELP,
WOODLAND PARK
Looking for a student with website design experience to
help me update my WordPress author site. Fees negotiaEARN $$$; START BUILDING YOUR SUCCESSble. After an initial meeting most of this work can be done
FUL CAREER NOW!
via email exchanges. I’m located in Woodland Park, just 5
Make $$$. Use your social media & marketing skills
minutes from campus, but am willing to meet wherever is
to attract people to career success courses & coaching. convenient. If interested, please email me at
Earn a commission & experience. Send Resume and
sharonmccloskey1@gmail.com and include references,
Cover Letter to: coachnancy@getyourselfstarted.com. sample work and resume.
Courses include How to Gain Valuable Experience
from Internships, Transitioning from Graduate to Pro- P/T SITTER/HOMEWORK HELP FOR TEENS, AFTER
fessional, Getting Ahead of the Competition, and Stay- SCHOOL, MONTCLAIR
ing Sane While Being an Alzheimer’s Caregiver for a Looking for a smart, reliable, fun after-school sitter for
Parent or Grandparent. See www.GetYourselfStarted. our two teens (13 & 15). We need someone Mon– Fri from
com. Makes a great graduation gift from the parents! around 3-5:30 (hours can be a bit flexible) to drive them
to & from various after-school activities / appointments.
$15-20 / HR, AFTER SCHOOL BABY SITTER FOR You will also need to help motivate the 8th grader with
12 & 10 YR OLD, MONTCLAIR
attention issues to do his homework. Exp. w /algebra, and
Montclair family is seeking a reliable after-school
other middle school subjects a big plus. We are 5 minutes
nanny / sitter – 3:00-8:00 PM (some flexibility). Job
from MSU & have a third floor living area we would
includes picking up kids from school and/or driving exchange for childcare. We will also pay hourly or some
to activities or play dates, meal planning and prepara- combination, if that’s your preference. References and
tion for kids, keeping kitchen clean, helping kids with experience required. Will exchange for room/third floor of
homework & doing their chores,light kid laundry.
house, or hourly pay! Close to MSU.
May include occasional errands related to kids, sched- Please email me at KerriHK@yahoo.com.
uling play dates, etc. Need own car with clean driving
record. Looking for someone who is well organized,
SEEKING EXPERIENCED BARISTA & COUNTERresponsible and fun.
PERSON, MONTCLAIR
Start: ASAP Email: Bigb@siteny.com
2 openings for new local Montclair coffee shop. Please
send an Email with interest & qualifications to: LocalcofMAKE EXTRA MONEY, MONTCLAIR
feemontclair@gmail.com, and/or call Robert:
Looking to Make EXTRA $$$ No Base, great com(917) 406-0464.
missions. Connect us with new potential companies
wanting Tech Service & Solutions. Interested?
TEACHING FELLOWSHIP AVAILABLE, WOODROW
Send Resume & Cover Letter to:
WILSON NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOUNDATION
Earnextracash@jmor.com.
If you love science or math, help kids learn to love it too.
Apply here: Woodrow.org/STEM
LOOKING FOR INTERNS, PAID & UNPAID,
MONTCLAIR
ART STUDENTS! WHO’D LIKE TO DO A PAID INLooking for paid & unpaid Interns to do Social Media TERNSHIP WITH A RENOWNED ARTIST?, MONTMarketing! And office mailings. If interested send
CLAIR
Cover Letter and Resume to Internships@Jmor.com.
Looking for a student of the Fine Arts to assist in the
home studio & warehouse of an artist, author, playwright,
DATE NIGHT/AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER NEEDfilmmaker relocating from NYC to Montclair. Schedule
ED, UPPER MONTCLAIR
is flexible, but looking for availability approx. 15 hours
Seeking an occasional sitter for my 11-year-old son,
/ week. Salary is negotiable. Duties would include
especially Saturday evenings (usually 6-8:30) and
photographing & cataloguing paintings, computer work
some weekdays (flexible) after school (starting around , transcribing scripts, assisting in studio, and in produc2:30). I’d love to find someone upbeat & fun who has tion of digital interview show. Must be tech savvy (Mac),
experience in education / working with kids with
personable, efficient and have a passion for the arts! Start
special needs. Also, my son adores video games &
date August 1st.
creating computer animation, so an interest in those
Please forward resume and cover to info@modat.tv and
things is a plus! Must be comfortable with cats & dogs please use “JRP JOB” in subject line.
and strong enough to walk our sweet (and strong)
French bulldog.
$15 / HR, P/T BABYSITTER, GLEN RIDGE
Please contact me at vanessavozar@gmail.com.
We’re looking for a part-time babysitter for our 20-monthold son. Ideal hours are 3 to 6 pm, Mon-Thurs. Start
$120.00 / WK, AFTER-SCHOOL DRIVER NEEDED, ASAP. Looking for a fun & energetic person to play with
MONTCLAIR
my son while I run errands, etc. Must be able to provide
After-school driver needed for our 2 children, ages 13 own transportation. Education Major a big plus. If inter& 15. $120 / week – All driving is local – to and from ested, please email Ashley:
activities, some of which change weekly. Must have
Ashley.A.Owen@gmail.com.
own car and clean driving record, be super responsible
and flexible. Driving needed for entire school year. If SEEKING EDUCATION STUDENT, P/T SITTER,
interested, please email: abramsliza@gmail.com
MONTCLAIR
Want to pick a seasoned teacher’s brain while caring for
AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, MONT- her children in her home? Energetic, sensible, and pretty
CLAIR
fun sitter needed for part time work. No driving required,
After school sitter needed starting mid-Sept for our
but must provide own transportation to & from the house.
10 year-old daughter. Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri, 3-6
We are within walking distance of the Train. Guaranteed
pm. Responsibilities include: School pick up, light
10 hours a week but may be more as agreed upon. Email:
help with homework, prepare dinner, and drive (incl. Laurenq.Griffin@gmail.com.
carpool) to gymnastics practice in Woodland Park.
Sitter must have own car and clean driving record. If
interested, please email: Edinajung@gmail.com.
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Help Wanted
$15/HR, AFTER PRESCHOOL & EARLY EVENING
CHILD CARE, BLOOMFIELD
Monday to Friday; 2.30 to 5.30 pm, Start Date: Immediate. Looking for energetic, flexible and upbeat person
to take care of our three-year old daughter and help out
with light housekeeping. Days and time can be flexible
for the right person. Some late evenings – ending at
8.30pm – would be necessary after January. Two important requirements: 1. Must have clean driving record
and own transport to pick up child from preschool in
Montclair; and 2. Must enjoy being with a child, and
know how to be super engaging, loving and alert with a
three-year old. If interested please email Lauhona:
Lauhonaganguly@gmail.com.
$20 / HR TUTOR NEEDED, NORTH BERGEN
Looking for a tutor, for my 13 year old daughter in 8th
grade. Wonderful personality very easy going. Proficiency in math and science preferred. Start ASAP. Hours are
flexible, and travel to North Bergen on River Road may
be necessary, however all is workable, including days of
week or weekends. Twice a week or three times a week,
whatever works best. At least 2 hours to 3 each session.
Email: Flopezca@yahoo.com.
PART TIME RECEPTIONIST/TECHNICIAN
NEEDED, CLIFTON
NJ Eyes in Clifton is looking for a friendly, outgoing,
quick learner to work part time in our Optometrist Office. Evenings & Saturday hours a must. Optical sales
and help will be needed also. $10 an hour. Email resume
to: Info@newjerseyeyes.com or call: (973) 777-9296.
P/T CHILDCARE, VERONA
We are a warm and friendly family living in Verona and
seeking childcare for our sweet 1 year old boy. We occasionally need help with our 5 & 7 year old children as
well. Hours are flexible but we need a consistent, regular
schedule with 3-4 hour blocks starting in January. Need
occasional help in December too. You must be comfortable engaging children and you must be reliable and on
time. Please email me your availability and a little about
yourself if interested.
Email: Marshahabib@gmail.com.
$15-20 / HR, MOTHER’S HELPER / OCCASIONAL
BABYSITTER, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Seeking energetic & reliable person with a flexible
schedule to help care for our 8 month old daughter. The
position would begin immediately and would entail
watching her in our home while I am there. We would
need someone 2-3 days a week for approx. 3-5 hours a
day. There will also be occasional overnight help needed.
Start: ASAP! Experience with infants and references
required. Education Major a plus!
Email resume to: Greta.veledevilla@gmail.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We’re looking for an after-school sitter Monday–Friday 3
– 6:30pm / Can be 4 days a week for the right candidate.
Responsibilities include, picking up kids from school,
helping with homework and driving them to their afterschool activities. Must be “dog friendly”. Two kids, 8 &
6 years old.
Email: ceng01@gmail.com
$15 / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL & EARLY EVENING
CHILD CARE, MONTCLAIR
Monday- Thursday, 2 – 6:30 pm, Start date – ASAP…
Looking for energetic, flexible and upbeat person to
manage my house in the afternoons. Three great kids
(middle school & high school) who need meals & driving to practices & other activities. Household duties
include laundry and light housekeeping. Located in
convenient part of Montclair. Promise – you will love
the kids! If interested, please call or text Nancy at
(973) 757-5554.
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER, MONTCLAIR
Looking for a reliable, responsible & energetic sitter for
our 21 month-old son. Two afternoons per week (days
flexible) while we are home, and potential for other occasional days & nights. Experience with infants & toddlers
a must. Immediate start. Please email your information
to: Lauren1039@mac.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, LIVINGSTON
We’re looking for an after-school sitter for our 2 kids (8
&11) Monday–Friday 2:30 – 6 pm starting in January.
Responsibilities include: Picking up kids from school,
Helping with homework & driving them to their afterschool activities. Sitter must have own car and clean
driving record. To apply or for more information,
Email: jnightnyc@yahoo.com.
WAITER / WAITRESS POSITION, VERONA
Zaferon Grill, a new American Bistro located in Verona,
NJ is seeking qualified Waiters or Waitresses to join
our small professional team, working with up-market
clientele in a friendly environment. This can be a fulltime or a part-time position Monday-Sunday. If you
have 2 years of experience, great work ethics, excellent
communication skills, positive attitude and professional
approach, we would love to receive your resume at:
snelson@zaferon.com.

Help Wanted/ For Rent
$15-$20 / HR RUSSIAN SPEAKING NANNY,
MONTCLAIR (FLEXIBLE TERMS)
We are looking for a Russian speaking nanny who
can look after our two children in Montclair. Start date
could be some time in January. We are somewhat flexible about times / days / etc. and could consider full
day or part day (afternoons) 4 or 5 days a week, and
possibly even live-in (might suit a student). Children
are 7 & 1. Responsibilities would include collecting
7 y.o. from school, collecting 1 y.o. from childcare (if
part-day), looking after children at home – preparing their meals, feeding them, playing with them,
speaking Russian to them. Some light housework,
e.g. children’s laundry, helping them clean their
rooms, put toys away, etc. Optionally driving them to
various things, e.g. ballet class. Would also consider
a housekeeper / nanny combination to do the above
plus some housework – cleaning / cooking / shopping / etc. Must have experience, references. Happy
to consider student / young adult through to older
applicants. Email: mark.x.nelson@gmail.com or call
(469) 907-9250.
$15+ / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTING,
SHORT HILLS
Tuesday – Thursday, 2:30-5:30 pm and Friday 9:00am
– 2:00pm, Start date – ASAP. Looking for energetic,
flexible & upbeat person to help take care of our two
adorable boys (ages 5 & 7). We will need someone
who will play with the kids, help with homework as
well as drive to & from school and to some after school
activities (all locally). You will need your own car &
have a cleaning driving record. Located in convenient
part of Short Hills. Promise – you will not be sorry,
they are the best! If interested, please call Quinn:
(917) 414-2230.
BABYSITTER, VARIOUS HOURS, SHORT HILLS
We are looking for a responsible, friendly, fun, energetic babysitter for our 6-year-old son. Responsibilities
include pick-ups/drop-offs from school & activities, play dates, meal preparation, homework help.
Candidates must have their own car & insurance with
a clean driving record. Please be a fan of outdoor activities and games. Arts and crafts lovers are strongly
encouraged to apply! Hours needed range from 3 p.m.
to 6 or 7 p.m. during the week.
Email Debbie: dmccarthy@KoboProductsInc.com.
LEARN ARABIC (STANDARD & COLLOQUIAL)
$19 / HR , FIRST HOUR FREE!
I want to help people learn a new language to find
out the beauty of different cultures around the world.
Born in Egypt, I have a BA in Economics,& a Graduate
study in Economic Dev. from Alexandria University,
Egypt. I have been working in Sales & Marketing
for Minolta & ABdick Co. in Egypt, Saudi Arabia &
Dubai, and I worked with Kodak in the US for 17
years. Recently I got The (CCTAFL ) Certificate from
AUC . Call / Text (862) 777-0832 or Email: Sabryrsoliman@gmail.com.
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING

SEEKING FEMALE GRAD STUDENT, MONTCLAIR
Seeking Female Graduate student to share house, 1
mile from University. Private Loft Bedroom, Lots of
space, backyard, off street parking. Avail.3/1/17.
Small dog, cat O.K. $700 + utilities. Contact Donna:
(973) 714-5501 or dbrenner7295@gmail.com.
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS FROM
MSU
Female students: Summer and / or Fall Room Rentals
2016 school year. Furnished – across from campus.
Internet included. Singles or shared. Available June &
Sept. Call: (973) 778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3 mins. walk
to MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, Sun-Sat,
5am-8pm ONLY.
ROOM FOR RENT, MONTCLAIR
Wonderful attic room for rent on the 3rd level of a
beautiful house in Montclair. Close to downtown &
3 train stations. Great for Students! We are a 4 person
family and have parking & laundry included! Rent
is $920 with utilities and internet. Some furniture available if desired. Please contact me at:
Moonbearxo@gmail.com.
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ASH WEDNESDAY
MARCH 1, 2017

Join us as we begin the Holy Season of Lent
Masses with distribution of Ashes at:
12:15, 3:00, 5:30 & 8:30 PM
Confessions will be heard 11:30 AM - 8:30 PM
all in the Student Center Ballroom A

www.MSUNEWMAN.com

NewmanCatholicMSU

@MSU_Newman

@newman_catholic

@newman_catholic

themontclarion.org
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Changing Body Image One Week at a Time
A

s the President
of the United States throws
around numbers to determine
a person’s beauty and worth,
Montclair State University
and the Office of Health Promotion is hoping to help students, faculty and staff to accept their bodies just the way
they are.
Created in 2001 by the Office
of Health Promotion, “Body
Acceptance Week is a weeklong initiative to promote positive body image on campus,
engage students in discussions,
explore beauty standards,

identify disordered eating or
excessive exercise habits and
help students connect to resources,” according to the university website.
Throughout the week, individuals have multiple opportunities to get involved. Activities include a fashion show
where students can strut their
stuff, having a conversation on
body image in a safe space, not
to mention the seemingly endless chances to win “My Body
Is Freaking Awesome” t-shirts
in order to spread the message
all year long.

While Body Acceptance
Week is not unique to Montclair State, there are not many
universities which make it a
point to celebrate body image,
which is surprising due to the
important message spread by
this initiative. Body Acceptance Week is necessary, not
only on college campuses,
but at high schools, middle
schools and even elementary
schools.
Luckily at Montclair State,
students take Body Acceptance
Week very seriously and are
always excited to participate

in the festivities. This year, the
Office of Health Promotion
thanked all the ladies who volunteered as they received “an
overwhelming response from
women to model for the [Body
Acceptance Week Fashion]
show,” as stated on Campus
Recreation website.
Body Acceptance Week is
an initiative everyone can get
involved with and agree with,
which is hard to come by in
today’s political climate. With
so many people volunteering
their time and energy each year
to ensure Body Acceptance

Week is a success, everyone at
Montclair State is learning to
be body positive and that it is
our imperfections that make us
perfect.
For those who struggle each
day to see that, Body Acceptance Week leads them to resources that they can utilize
throughout the year like the
Counseling and Psychological
Services on campus.
While Body Acceptance
Week at Montclair State runs
from Feb. 18 to 24, the lessons
learned stay with people all
year long.

Body Acceptance Week
2/23

2/24

The Mirror Project

It’s Time to Talk about It

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Student Center, Ballrooms A & B

Created in 2008 by the Office of Health Promotion at Montclair State University, this art exhibit answers the question,
“What do you see when you look in the mirror?” Make sure
to check it out in the exhibit’s final day.

2 - 4 p.m.
Student Center, Lobby

In preparation for National Eating Disorders Awareness
Week, learn about eating disorders at a table in the Student
Center Lobby.

P.H.A.T. Chit-Chat

1 - 2 p.m.
Health Promotion, Drop-In Center
Hosted by Theta Delta Sigma, this is a space for “big-bodied,
fat-identified, chubby, plus-sized and thick people” to have
a conversation about “things that matter to them with likeminded and like-bodied people.”

The Mirror Project is on display until Feb. 23.

For more information,
see the Montclair State
University website.

Photos by Vaniele Casimir
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I

n
South Jersey, everyone says
“Pork Roll.” Every
menu has those
words and every
family’s
breakfast
consists
of
HALEY WELLS
the phrase, “Pass
ASSISTANT COPY
the Pork Roll.”
EDITOR
However, when
I ordered a pork roll and cheese sandwich in a bagel shop in North Jersey my
first semester up north, it was as if I ordered in a different language. I received
strange looks from the cashier and the
customers until my friend informed me
that it’s “Taylor ham” here.
Whenever I heard about the divide
between North and South Jersey growing up, I always thought it was a myth.
Before coming to Montclair State University, I had never immersed myself
into North Jersey. I thought everyone
who believed these areas to be like
two different states was exaggerating.
However, living on campus, due to being two hours away from my home in
South Jersey, and making friends with
North Jersey natives, it has opened my
eyes to the truth behind what I thought
to be a myth. I realized nobody here
knows what a hoagie is and, unfortunately, there is not a Wawa on every
corner. But nothing prepared me for the
serious battle between “Pork Roll” and
“Taylor Ham.”
According to Wikipedia, John Taylor
invented the meat and originally called
it “ham,” but changed it to “Pork Roll”
due to legal issues. Therefore, calling it
a ham is neither correct nor incorrect,
and it’s the same with calling it a Pork
Roll. With this concept in mind, maybe
no one is right about the true name of
this product. However, I still stand by
“Pork Roll.”
Besides the brand name “Taylor”
emblazoned across the box and the
short-lived ham classification, there
doesn’t seem to be other evidence as to

themontclarion.org

why it should be called “Taylor Ham.”
The most generic box of this product
is sold with the words “Taylor Pork
Roll” on it. Unless North Jersey stores
sell this product with a different box, it
makes more sense to refer to it as pork
roll.
Another reason to oppose the name
“Taylor Ham” is that the Taylor brand
isn’t the only brand of pork roll. There
are multiple brands, including Case
and Loeffler’s Gourmet, that produce
pork roll. Therefore, how can it be
“Taylor Ham” if it’s not always Taylor?
Just because Taylor is the most popular and familiar does not mean it’s the
only brand. Interestingly enough, there
are multiple situations like this with
common products. For example, Tide
is just a laundry detergent brand but
because it’s very usual, we often just
use “tide” as the official term. Another
example is ChapStick. In reality, you’re
just using lip balm, but the ChapStick
brand is so prevalent that it has become
universal. These products prove that
just because a term is generically used
to describe something doesn’t mean
said term is necessarily proper or correct.
In the end, it doesn’t matter what you
call this controversial meat. Whether
you prefer “Taylor Ham” or “pork roll”
is up to you. Factually, there is more
evidence that supports pork roll, but
using a brand name as a generic term is
a widespread phenomenon. I will still
only say “Pork Roll” and cringe when
someone says otherwise, but now that
I know about New Jersey’s serious cultural differences, I’m content to let everyone use whichever term they please.
No matter what that term ends up being, the entire state of New Jersey can
universally agree that this product is
delicious.

Haley Wells, a communication studies major, is
in her first year as assistant copy editor for The
Montclarion.

F

Mia Rico| The Montclarion

or quite sometime, I had felt somewhat of an interloper
in northern New
Jersey. I had lived in
New York for seven
years, and yet, felt
CHANTEL DIAZ
foreign in the land
COLUMNIST
of highways, shorelines and great eats. Then, through friends, I
slowly began to understand more about the
culture and social norms. Well, so I thought.
South Jersey necessitates a whole new
level of understanding. After visiting my
uncle in Atlantic County, I felt like I had
visited an entirely different state. The divide between North and South Jersey,
however, became more apparent upon
entering Montclair State University. The
divide is ignited by several factors, particularly with one cultural phenomenon unlike any other—the battle between “Taylor Ham” being called “Pork Roll.” Yes, I
worded that sentence correctly, and here’s
why. (To include, I am still pondering the
existence of Central Jersey.)
John Taylor of Trenton, a state senator in
the 1850s, created Taylor’s Prepared Ham,
more commonly known as Taylor Ham. He
is further credited with the secret recipe of
the original pork product’s savory goodness. George Washington Case, however,
made his own recipe for Case’s Pork Roll in
1870. This is where the slew of legal battles
and debates began, and continue until this
very day.
While North Jerseyans can acknowledge the Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906,
which legally defined “ham” for the first
time, the term still raises some eyebrows,
and contradictions. To start, let us begin
simply with the phrase itself, “Pork Roll.”
Any pork product on a hard roll could
technically be considered a pork roll, particularly a preserved pork. Smoked pork,
sausage, bologna and even spam—those
are all examples of pork products on a
roll. Yes, the Pork Roll does have a unique
taste, ingredients and preparation over
its competitors, but the term is frankly

generic. Thus, it does not define its exceptional quality and amazing ability to
captivate us, which is accomplished by
its original term, Taylor Ham.
Due to the legal grievances of calling it Pork Roll, Taylor in 1910 could
not trademark the name. So, does that
mean another state may possibly be
using the variant “Pork Roll” to define
an illegitimate substitute? That is quite
unfair, considering the Garden State’s
overwhelming amount of pride for the
beloved meat. In addition, the state
legislature is currently debating what
to call the state’s official sandwich,
Taylor Ham, egg and cheese sandwich
or Pork Roll, egg and cheese. They
seem to be gravitating toward Taylor
Ham, and so does Chris Christie, despite (most of) our burning ire against
him.
However, North Jersey folks are not
looking to be autocrats. We believe in
democracy, in which any deli, diner or
brand can exercise their right to name the
precious breakfast side whatever they
may choose. However, staple brands
like ChapStick, Kleenex and Xerox stand
out for their originality, innovation and
what is uniquely their own product in
the market. That, my friends, resonates
with Jersey pride, which is very authentic indeed.
At the end of the day, what North
Jersey, South Jersey and possibly Central Jersey want is diplomacy. I have
yet to find any place here that sells anything other than Taylor Ham, egg and
cheese sandwiches, but I also would be
curious to try a sandwich named a Pork
Roll, egg and cheese, too. There is still
much debate about it, of course. Pork
Roll terminology is widespread in other parts of our state, with two festivals
commemorating Pork Roll galore. Yet,
even so, we can still all agree it is a delicacy native specifically to our tastebuds,
even to an interloper.

Chantel Diaz, a business major, is in her second
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Campus
Voices:
“I say Pork Roll. That’s how they say it in my house.”
Jennesis J. Quintana, Senior, Child Advocacy

“I say Pork Roll. Always. There are people in my classes who
say Taylor Ham. It’s always a conversation every day.
I have no idea why. ”
Carissa Brophy, Junior, Accounting

Which
one is
right:
Taylor
Ham
or
Pork
Roll?

“Taylor Ham, because that’s how the cool kids say it.”
Jorge Estaclo, Senior, International Business

“I say Taylor Ham. People from Central Jersey say Taylor
Ham. People from North Jersey say pork roll.”
Rosanna DiPoalo, Senior, Animation/Illustration
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A Billionaire Has Become the Secretary of Education
And students at Montclair State and around the nation should be concerned

P

resident Donald Trump’s
controversial
Secretary
of
E
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
CRISTIAN INGA
pick,
Betsy
COLUMNIST
DeVos, was
confirmed last Tuesday as Vice
President Mike Pence broke the
first ever Cabinet nomination
tie. The appointment of DeVos
comes after weeks of criticism
regarding her capacity to complete the job as well as her lack
of experience in a public school
setting.
Ironically, DeVos opposes
the public education system.
She has been an advocate for
school voucher programs and
charter schools, donating over
$200 million to religious schools
in the past. That is not the only
place she invested money prior
to her nomination. She donated thousands of dollars to
21 Republican senators, who
unsurprisingly voted to affirm her nomination. She also
contributed millions of dollars
to Trump’s campaign. When
Trump nominated her for the
position in November, he called
her “a brilliant and passionate
education advocate,” but many
disagree.
During her confirmation hearing, she shocked many senators
by being unfamiliar with many
of the laws that govern public
education, like the Individuals
with Disabilities in Education
Act. She commented that, in
some cases, guns are necessary
in schools. She also made note
of her belief that public money should be used for school
vouchers.
Many of Trump’s Cabinet
picks have been controversial
due to their lack of experience,
and DeVos is undoubtedly an
example of this. Along with the

many senators, students and
teachers oppose her confirmation and believe that she is unqualified for the job.
Not only does she have no
experience in the field, but the
fact that she has economic ties
to senators who voted to confirm her is really concerning.
One might wonder if they were
voting for her because they believe she is the best fit for the job
or if they were motivated by the
financial contributions she has
given and may continue to give
to their campaigns.
Even the way she responded
to simple questions during her
confirmation hearing made her
seem unfit for the job. While she
is clearly unfamiliar with basic
federal school laws, it is even
more troubling that she believes
that in some cases, guns are necessary in schools.
Enough innocent lives have
already been lost in school
shootings, and we don’t want
another incident like the Sandy
Hook Elementary School shooting to ever happen again. Our
country has a serious gun control problem and she has the
nerve to say that they are necessary in our schools. Schools
shouldn’t be filled with guns.
They should be filled with a diverse grouping of students all
there to learn together.
However, DeVos’ past actions
and recent comments led many
to believe that she does not
have the best interest of American students at heart. Instead
of giving parents the choice to
send their kids to high-quality
schools, I think DeVos should
work to make all schools highquality learning institutions.
Students should not receive
an inferior education due to
their families’ resources. All
kids should be given equal
educational
opportunities,
and allowing students to use
taxpayer monies to go to pri-

Photo Courtesy of Twitter

Betsy DeVos tweets about her first day on the job as Secretary of Education.

vate schools does not ensure
that.
DeVos knows that she is under fire for her controversial
comments and lack of experience, but she has been pretty
calm as she has been backed
by nearly all of the Republican
party.
The criticisms continued
when, on her first day on the
job, DeVos tweeted a picture of
herself in her new office with
the caption, “Day 1 on the job
is done, but we’re only getting
started. Now where do I find
the pencils?” This tweet infuriated many as DeVos jokingly
referred to her lack of classroom
experience. Rather than finding

it humorous, she was dragged
through the mud by the Twitter
community and insulted for her
failed joke.
Along with the rest of the
Trump Administration, her
decisions will impact students,
teachers and both public and
private educational facilities
for years to come. Many individuals have simply grown
tired of Trump and those in
his administration and therefore have tuned out the news
regarding his administration
completely. They are missing
out on major news like this appointment.
Trump has filled his Cabinet
with his closest friends and al-

lies without a concern for how
fit they are for the job. This is
very dangerous as our country
may suffer damage in different
sectors long after the Trump administration is gone.
From the economy to education, only time can tell
what awaits us. For now, the
future doesn’t look bright.
Our nation’s leaders are billionaires who have no idea
of the great power their roles
possess or what they’re doing. In the end the only people who will suffer are us, we
the people.

Cristian Inga is in his first year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Russian Ties Begin to Dismantle Trump Administration

New reports from CIA reveal communication between Russia and Trump affiliates

W

hen
President
Trump was
campaigning against
Democratic
Nominee
NICHOLAS
Hillary
DA SILVA
Clinton, he
COLUMNIST
consistently
slammed his opponent for being dishonest with the public and trying to keep secrets.
Trump even went so far as to
call Clinton a criminal for her
continuous acts of deception
and argued that she deserves
imprisonment for her actions.
While I agreed with him about
Clinton not being honest with
the public, I now have to take
Trump to task in the wake of
new reports revealing that
members of his administration
and his campaign have been in
contact with Russia.
Numerous agencies like the
FBI and the NSA intercepted
calls between Russian agents
and former National Security

Advisor Michael Flynn. These
organizations
also
intercepted calls between Russian
agents and Paul Manafort, a
former campaign manager of
Trump.
While Manafort has denied
claims that he was talking to
Russian officials, Flynn stepped
down from his position of National Security Advisor this
past Monday. The damage was
already done though, as numerous sources claimed that
Flynn’s interactions with Russian agents were known by
the Trump Administration for
weeks.
When I turn on the news and
hear about the unfolding controversy surrounding, Trump
and his administration, I feel
like burying my head into my
hands and audibly sighing in
dismay. Just like the immigration policy, what possible
outcome could Trump and his
administration have expected
other than the one that occurred? It’s almost like they are
doing this on purpose just to

see how many feathers they can
ruffle before being booted out
of the White House.
For the past few months,
Trump has denied any legitimate connections between himself and the Kremlin. Trump has
actually gone so far as to claim
any news outlet making these
accusations is “fake news.”
Some of those news stories were
fake and had no real evidence,
but these new reports that came
out do. With this latest story,
there is hard evidence revealing
that members of the Trump administration have been in talks
with Russian agents and have
lied about it.
Trump has stated that he
wants to have a better relationship with Russia, which is actually a productive goal to aspire
for. I see no problem in governments with differing ideals
putting aside their differences
to work together for the betterment of both countries. Yet,
Trump is also trying to act like
he has no real relationship with
Russian Federation President

Thumbs Up

Simon & Schuster cancels Milo
Yiannopoulos’ book deal
Women allowed to wear hijabs in
Turkish Military
7 new planets discovered

Vladimir Putin when he clearly
does.
All of this could have been
avoided if Trump and his
supporting cast were honest
during the days of the campaign and said that they were
communicating with Russia.
Trump could have built part of
his campaign around the fact
that he was going out of his
way to keep in touch with Russia and try to build a positive
relationship between the two
countries. Now it comes off as
the Trump Administration doing shady business with Russia.
I doubt that the conversations
between Russian agents and
members of the Trump organization were of any sinister nature. The problem of the situation does not stem from the fact
that there was contact between
Trump’s organization and Russian agents.
The real problem in this situation is that, instead of being
honest and laying the truth out
for all to see, the Trump Ad-

ministration tried to keep these
facts hidden from the public.
Trump and his crew are doing the same thing that they
slammed Clinton for doing just
months before. They did not
delete anything or use a private
server, but they were still being dishonest about things they
had done. What happened here
is a case of people lying about
something they had done and
making it worse by not being
denying it.
I have no idea what Trump
thinks he is doing, and I honestly believe that he has no
idea what he is doing either.
Trump is a businessman who
has stepped into a world unlike
any he has been in before. The
president desperately has to get
his act together so that he and
his administration can do their
jobs and run this country with
intelligence, honesty and responsibility.

Nicholas Da Silva, a journalism major, is
in his third year as a columnist for The
Montclarion.

Thumbs Down
200 Jewish graves vandalized
Racist tensions rise Europe
US gymnastics doctor charged
with multiple counts of sexual
abuse

Concerning Editorials and Columns

Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue.
Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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‘Something’s Coming’

Behind Montclair State’s
Production of ‘West Side Story’

The cast of “West Side Story” talking with Chita Rivera, who originated the role of Anita, at one of their rehearsals.

All photos courtesy of Mark Hardy

Babee Garcia
Assistant Entertainment Editor

Montclair State’s department
of theatre and dance presents
“West Side Story”—a twisted
tale inspired by Shakespeare’s
“Romeo and Juliet.”
Known as one of the most
revolutionary treasures in musical theatre, “West Side Story”
will be performed by Montclair
State students at the Alexander
Kasser Theater for a limited
time only, starting Feb. 25 at 8
p.m., with two performances
on Feb. 26 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
as well as March 1 through 3 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 each
for the public, but are free of
charge for undergraduate students with a valid Montclair
State ID.
“West Side Story” is set on
the mean streets of New York
in the 1950s, where there is a
cultural divide between two
gangs: the Sharks and the Jets.
The masterminds of this time-

less classic are Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim
(responsible for the musical
score), as well as Jerome Robbins, who created the original
choreography.
Maria, a Puerto Rican woman from the Sharks clan, has a
forbidden romance with Tony,
a white man from the Jets. The
clash between these feuding
families causes a huge strain on
Maria and Tony’s relationship.
With fights, romance, memorable songs, such as “I Feel
Pretty,” and tragedy, “West
Side Story” still remains one of
the most talked about shows in
musical theatre.
Director Mark Hardy, explained why “West Side Story”
maintains its popularity and
pertinence in today’s society:
“I’m very sad to say that ‘West
Side Story’ remains very relevant. Hate groups have risen

by 200 percent in this country in
the last 18 months. The recent
election unearthed a deeply
disturbing and very dangerous
tide of hatred, prejudice and xenophobia among our citizens.
People who are perceived as
different are still fighting for
the right to love one another.
Immigrants are still reviled by
many people here. How is that
60 years have passed since it
first opened and the issues it
explores continue to drag our
society down so tragically? It’s
also relevant because the score,
choreography and libretto have
not dated. True classics are new
to every generation, and this
one has a voice that remains
fresh and startling.”
Hardy, a musical theatre director with 16 years of experiene, became highly interested
in the subject in high school,
when he saw “Sweeney Todd”

The cast of “West Side Story” practicing an iconic dance from the show with Chita Rivera.

on Broadway and was greatly
influenced by his English literature teacher. Hardy’s parents had given him tremendous
support and freedom throughout his journey as a actor for
the past 20 years in New York.
Drawing from his experience,
Hardy teaches his students and
the cast to be persistent. The
work is never glamorous, and
Hardy urges everyone to be
themselves.
In preparation for the leading male role as Tony, Alexander Carr channeled his personal
pain onset during rehearsals,
while mourning the death of
his high school friend last Saturday.
“I collapsed immediately into
my best friend, Jeremy, who
plays Action, and began to sob
uncontrollably,” Carr said, recalling the moment he learned
of the news. “I think most of the

cast had just assumed I was really immersed in the character,
but Mark Hardy, being the brilliant director and genius that
he is, immediately knew something was up and rushed over
to comfort me. I truly don’t
think I’ll ever forget that moment, and in all honesty, [the
play] really helped me cope
with my friend’s passing. It’s
part of what I love most about
theatre. There are so many real
and accessible emotions we can
find within ourselves to portray
moments on stage; we just have
to be willing to dig for them.”
Carr also mentioned that
some of the teenage cast members, who are taking on supposed “adult” roles, provide
more authenticity than the
various other versions of “West
Side Story.”

The cast of “West Side Story” posing for a photo with Chita Rivera.

Top 10
Songs of
the Week
1.

“Night People”
by You Me at Six

2. “Move”

by Saint Model

3. “Holy Water”

by Hembree

4. “The Currents”
by Bastille

5. “Pure”

by Hey Violet

6. “With You”

by Primitive Lips

7. “The Sound”
by 1975

8. “Do You Love

Someone”
by Grouplove

9. “BrandNew Moves”
by Hey Violet

10. “Villainy”

by Local Natives
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Hey Commuters!
Try our brand new Sampler Plan created just for you!

SAMPLER PLAN
8 Swipes +
$
50 Flex Dollars =

Use swipes to get a complete meal in several dining locations campus wide.
Flex Dollars can be used to purchase food and beverages
in ALL dining locations across campus.

$

99

Dineoncampus.com/Montclair

Use your Swipes at these great dining locations and more:

hand
rolled

Pizzeria

fresh made salads

For more info and to see all of our Meal Plans,
please visit: Dineoncampus.com/Montclair

Study Abroad
Upcoming events!
International Studies Abroad Information Session
February 23rd at 11 am – 12:30pm -- Student Center Room 413

The

Montclarion
SPORTS

International Studies Abroad Information Table
February 23rd at 3 pm – 5:30pm -- Student Center 2nd Floor Lobby
Semester at Sea Information Table
March 1 at 10 am – 12 pm -- Student Center 2nd Floor Lobby
st

Semester at Sea Information Session
March 1st at 12 pm – 2pm Student Center Room 417
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem Information Session
March 15 at 2pm – 4pm -- Student Center Room
http://goo.gl/EAWAWY

WANT
TO BE A
SPORTS
WRITER?

Global Education Center
www.montclair.edu/global-education/study-abroad/outgoing-students

Cover all the touchdowns,
goals, and everything in between.
Contact MontclarionSports@gmail.com
for more information.
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Joe Pandosh

Q: What is the name of your
major?

Q: What is your biggest motivation?

A: BFA musical theater.

A: My biggest motivation is to
help people escape their lives
and problems, even if it’s only
for a few hours.

Q: When you did you start acting?
A: My first time acting was in
elementary [and] junior high
school, but I only started taking
it seriously in high school.
Q: When and why did you decide to pursue it as a career?
A: It was my freshman year of
high school and it was through
performing that I learned I
could change the world, that I
could make it a happier place,
even if it was only for one person in one single moment.
Q: What experiences have you
had acting?
A: Through acting, I was able to
slip in and experience an entire
new life—think, act and feel as
someone else.
Q: What have you learned
through being an actor?
A: I’ve learned through acting
that nothing is two-dimensional—that there is always a layer
down or another level you can
get to.

Q: How has Montclair State
University fostered you as an
artist?
A: Montclair State has given me
more opportunity to study my
passions and pursue the ones
I’d otherwise have little to no
access to (i.e. dance, as it has
now become one of my favorite
forms of expression).
Q: Who are your biggest supporters?
A: My mother and sister are my
biggest support, knowing full
well the life I’ve chosen yet still
helping me along the way.
Q: Who are your biggest inspirations?
A: Mel Brook’s comedy has always been an inspiration to me
to keep people laughing.
Q: What’s your latest project?

Joe Pandosh is a freshman musical theater major.

Photo courtesy of Joe Pandosh

A: My latest project is the musical theater freshman showcase
featuring songs and works from
all of the freshmen musical theater majors.

Cuban Filmmakers Present Works at Film Forum
Diego Coya
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, Feb. 21, three
filmmakers presented documentaries as part of the weekly
Film Forum at Montclair State
University. This film forum was
slightly different, as it focused
on Cuban documentary filmmakers.
The first presentation was
from two filmmakers: Jorge
Luis Santana Perez and Diana
Rosa Perez Legón. Their film,
“Quizas, quizas, quizas,” was
a documentary about the musical group Golpe Tierra from
Madison, Wisconsin. The group
is comprised of various Cuban
musicians, students and bands
in Camaguey, a big town in

Cuba. The documentary was
about 26 minutes long, and it
mainly showed how the band
started and how they genuinely enjoy playing music for their
audience.
After the documentary was
over, the moderator, Professor
Roberta Friedman, asked several questions to the filmmakers.
A translator was needed since
Legón was the one doing most
of the talking, and she spoke in
Spanish, so one of the students
helped translate what she was
saying.
The questions involved filmmaking in Cuba, and how it
differentiates from filmmaking in the United States. Legón
explained that she attended a
school that teaches filmmaking

for five years, and that she was
blessed to have such great professors.
Prior to becoming a director,
Legón was an actress. She used
to work as an actress in a theater that was for kids. As time
passed, the theater was very
poor and she could not live off
that pay. She transitioned to being a producer by studying production in Cuba. She was telling
the forum that it was harder for
women to be filmmakers and
producers.
Perez then spoke about the
technology and how it was not
as advanced in Cuba as it is
here. However, he said despite
all of that, they have a passion
for making films and that is
what matters to them the most.

Next, the forum showed
“The 100 Years Show,” a documentary about an artist named
Carmen Herrerra. The film,
which was directed by Alison
Klayman ran about a half-hour.
It showed Herrerra’s daily life
as a painter and how her paintings constantly were in exhibitions in New York. Additionally, the film showed that her
work started to be noticed when
she was about 95 years old, and
she had been an artist for over
50 years. The documentary also
showcased how, as a CubanAmerican artist, Herrera went
through some difficulties getting her worked noticed.
After the documentary was
over, Klayman discussed her
career and how she came across

the project. When she met Herrera, she was moving to Tokyo
because her husband was going
to medical school there. Klayman would visit New York from
time to time so that she could
get to know Herrera. Klayman
was so inspired that she decided to make a documentary
about her. She also discussed
her other films which have won
Sundance awards and been
nominated for an Emmy.
The forum was different than
usual, as it featured only Cuban
filmmakers, but it taught more
about the arts surrounding
Cuban-Americans and how the
filmmaking over there was different as compared to here.

‘Fist Fight’ Gets Knocked Out
Glenn King
Contributing Writer

Theatrical poster for
“Fist Fight.”

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org

When I first walked into “Fist
Fight,” I expected a hilarious
comedy with one of my favorite
actors, Charlie Day, to bring me
non-stop laughs. His character
in the hit show “It’s Always
Sunny in Philadelphia” has cemented him as one of the funniest comedians alive. So it came
as a huge surprise when, after
I finished “Fist Fight,” I found
myself extremely disappointed.
The film means well, as it does
have some heart, but ultimately
it is a cliché, unfunny and horribly-written mess.
The film, although a mess, has
a plethora of likeable and relatable characters, Day and Ice
Cube being the standouts. They
each play teachers who, on the
last day of the school year, must
survive outrageous pranks
which are being orchestrated by
the last-day seniors.
After Day snitches on Ice Cube
about going too overboard with
a punishment, Ice Cube challenges him to a fight. Some

would think that a film with a
plotline like this would not be
entertaining, and those people
would be correct. The characters do have some humanity to
them, and I’m really glad they
gave Day’s character a likeable
arc, but it is just so cliché. It is
basically the same as every other comedic lead ever.
The entire film is basically a
set up to the final fight. Comedic moments are just that: moments. They do not have any
long-lasting effect on the story,
so it is really hard for any of
them to stand out.
The final fight itself feels unearned. All of the unfunny set
up took center stage throughout, and this caused the fight
to be unwanted and just plain
bad. Trailers for the film compared the fight to some of the
greatest rivalries of history, (i.e.
Ali vs. Frazier, 2Pac vs. Biggie,
Batman vs. Superman). There
is absolutely no way that this
fight compares to any of those
rivalries. Unlike those, this will
literally be forgotten within a
couple of weeks, if not days.

While watching the film, I also
noticed a huge problem with
camera angles. There would be
shots of characters, and instead
of focusing on them, their bodies and heads would be cut off
at a certain point on the screen.
This causes an audience to be
confused about exactly where to
focus with a character. We literally do not know where to look
on the screen. It is a mistake one
could make in film school, but
seeing it in a feature-length film
is unacceptable.
“Fist Fight” is a film that
should be avoided in theaters. It
is not worth the price of admission, as one would walk away
from it disappointed. It’s a film
that should only be seen on cable television. There are a ton of
other films coming out that will
probably be much better than
this one.
Yes, it has likable characters,
and it has some heart to it, but
within it, the negatives heavily
outweigh the positives.
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Department of Theatre and Dance

MUSIC BY

LYRICS BY

Leonard Bernstein

Stephen Sondheim

BOOK BY

ORIGINAL CHOREOGRAPHY BY

Arthur Laurents

Jerome Robbins

CHOREOGRAPHER

MUSIC DIRECTOR

James Kinney

Gregory J. Dlugos
DIRECTED BY

Mark Hardy
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FEBRUARY 25 – MARCH 3
Additional date added Feb. 28!

Alexander Kasser Theater

15

$

ALL SEATS

No charge for undergraduates with valid
MSU ID for any of these performances!
Courtesy of your Performing Arts Fee

peakperfs.org
Convenient parking in the Red Hawk Deck
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Red Hawks Lose in First
Round of SECHL

This Week In
Red Hawk
Sports

NYU Claims the Championship

THURS 2/23
No Games

FRI 2/24
Baseball vs.
Ferrum College
in Fayetteville, NC
4 p.m.

SAT 2/25
Women’s Basketball
vs. Championship
Game
TBA
Baseball vs. Ferrum
College
in Fayetteville, NC
12 p.m.
Men’s Lacrosse vs.
Dickinson College
2 p.m.
Baseball vs. Frostburg
State University
in Fayetteville, NC

SUN 2/26
No Games

MON 2/27
No Games

Montana Peschler | The Montclarion

MSU and RPI show sportsmanship after the game.
Montana Peschler
Staff Writer

Through the weekend of Feb.
17-19, Floyd Hall Arena hosted the Super East Collegiate
Hockey League (SECHL) playoffs as six teams competed for
the championship. William Paterson (26 points), New York
University (26 points), Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (22
points), New Hampshire University (20 points), Marist College (11 points) and Montclair
State University (11 points), all
faced off this weekend in hopes
of proving to be northeast’s finest.
The first playoff game took
place on Friday, Feb. 17 as the
University of New Hampshire (UNH) suited up to play
against Marist College. Earlier
in the season when the two
teams played each other, UNH
defeated Marist twice and was
once again victorious, as they
moved forward to play New
York University (NYU) on Sat.
Feb. 18.
After UNH’s playoff victory
over Marist, the ice was shaved
down for the second game of
the night, as Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) faced off
against Montclair State University. About two-minutes into
the first period, RPI put one
past Montclair State goalten-

der Bradley Odgers at the 1:45
mark to take the lead. Fiveminutes later, RPI managed
to sneak one past Montclair
State’s defense and put the
puck in the back of the net
to gain the 2-0 advantage at
the 7:39 mark. With frustration creeping up on the Red
Hawks, forward Matt Cofrancesco scored the first goal for
Montclair State with assists
from Sal Demarzo and Garry
Blight. Following Cofrancesco’s first goal, captain Chris
Preziosi added another one
for the Red Hawks updating the score to 2-2 off an assist from defenseman Kevin
Brown. With plenty of action
taking place in the first, Brown
then received a two-minute
interference minor, as the rest
of the period remained tied.
With the second period underway the game appeared
to be a pretty even battle, until RPI added another goal at
the 9:02 mark of the second
period. With the score being
3-2, it was any team’s game.
As the puck dropped to begin
the third period, RPI was soon
penalized with a two-minute
interference minor (9:10), so
the Red Hawks of course tried
to take advantage. Nonetheless, soon after their penalty,
Preziosi was guilty of a cross
checking minor (10:19) and

nearly seconds after, RPI received another minor penalty (10:35).
Not too soon after RPI’s
interference call, a dirty hit
was exchanged on behalf of
RPI, knocking captain Sam
Enright down. Enright was
not a fan of that hit and ultimately tried to stick up for
himself and his team. The
officials were not fond of Enright’s opinion, which cost
Montclair State a ten-minute
abuse of official’s misconduct. With only ten minutes
left in the game, Enright was
subjected to the penalty box
as Preziosi skated out of it,
hoping to tie up the game.
With plenty of strategic
chances, RPI suffered from
another interference minor
(17:10) as the Red Hawks
realized this was their only
chance to at least tie the game
in hopes of heading into
overtime. The Red Hawks
dumped pressure on to RPI’s
defense and goaltending
but ultimately did not have
enough time as the twentyminute mark of the third period hit.
With a final score of 3-2,
the Montclair State men’s
ice hockey team realized
that their 2016-17 hockey
season was officially over.
The teams exchanged hand-

shakes as RPI advanced to the
next playoff game on Sat. Feb.
18 against the defending champions, William Paterson University (WPU).
As Saturday approached, the
first game was between WPU
and RPI. William Paterson was
looking to defend their title as
SECHL champions and that’s
exactly what they did. RPI suffered from a final score of 2-0,
as WPU advanced to the championship game on Sun. Feb. 19.
Following WPU’s victory
on Saturday, UNH faced off
against NYU. The current 201617 season happens to be NYU’s
last season in the Super East, as
they will soon be moving up to
the American Collegiate Hockey Association Division 1 next
year. With a successful future
ahead, NYU confidently defeated UNH and ending their playoff run, as they headed to Sunday’s final game against WPU.
On Sun. Feb. 19 at noon,
the two best teams in the league
faced off in the championship
game. The William Paterson
Pioneers were set to defeat the
New York University Violets,
but NYU had different plans.
The game remained tight
throughout, but the Pioneers
suffered an unexpected 2-1
loss, as the Violets claimed the
SECHL 2016-17 championship.

Women’s Basketball Moves on to NJAC
Championship

TUE 2/28
No Games

Montclair State: 76
Ramapo Universty: 67

WED 3/1
Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Stevens Institute
of Technology
4 p.m.
Men’s Lacrosse at
Stevens Institue of
Technology
8 p.m.

Katie Sire: 23 Points
10 Rebounds
Rachel Krauss: 25 points
4 Rebounds
Zoe Curtis: 10 points
4 Rebounds

The team hudles up during a timeout during their NJAC Championship victory.
Emma Cimo| The Montclarion

Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 69
Rowan University: 81
Red Hawks Men’s Lacrosse: 7
Salisbury University: 9
Red Hawks Men’s Swimming vs. Metropolitan
Championship: 5th Place

Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Women’s Swimming vs. Metropolitan
Championship: 6th Place

Red Hawks Men’s Track vs.
NJAC Championships: 5th Place
Red Hawks Women’s Track vs.
NJAC Championships: 5th Place
Red Hawks Women’s Lacrosse: 15
Drew University: 4

themontclarion.org

The Montclarion • February 23, 2017 • PAGE 21

Seniors Erica Snow, Rachel Krauss, Sage Bennett and Zoe Curtis are set to play in the final games of their career.

Dan Falkenheim
Web Editor

In the dead of winter and nearly 1600 miles away
from home, the Montclair State women’s basketball
team was surrounded by Caribbean waters and
were far removed from New Jersey suburbia. They
came for the San Juan Shootout, a two-day tournament in Puerto Rico. The games counted, but Puerto
Rico’s tropical atmosphere was not at all lost on the
Red Hawks: they went banana boating.
“And Sage [Bennett] actually fell off the banana
boat – and we couldn’t tell if she was crying or
laughing,” senior guard Rachel Krauss said. “Kate
[Tobie] jumped in to get her too. And Dom [Wirsing] was gushing blood from her nose. I think that
was one of our best times.”
Now, after four years, 104 wins and trips across
the continent, seniors Rachel Krauss, Zoe Curtis,
Sage Bennett and Erica Snow are about to play in
their final postseason as their careers come to an
end.
Bennett, Curtis, Krauss and Snow are what Head
Coach Karin Harvey likes to call the “glue players”
of the program. But before the banana boats, holiday
trips and NCAA Tournament runs, the current crop
of seniors came to Montclair State as role players.

Getting to Know Each Other

Bennett, Curtis and Krauss started their freshman
year coming off the bench, learning from Janitza
Aquino and soon-to-be NCAA All-American Melissa Tobie. Bennett and Curtis would watch from
the bench and Krauss watched from the court as
Aquino nailed a three from the corner that lifted the
women’s basketball team to its second consecutive
NJAC title.
Montclair State ultimately fell one game short of
the Final Four in a loss to Fairleigh Dickson (Florham). But Bennett, Curtis and Krauss, along with
Aquino and Tobie, were back the next year and the
team had one goal: a Final Four run. This time, they
had Snow plus a talented group of freshmen to help
get them there.

After defeating their opponents in the first four
rounds of the NCAA Tournament by an average of
17 points per game, the women’s basketball team
was finally there. They made the NCAA Division III
Final Four.

The women’s basketball team eventually made it
to Grand Rapids, and they lost in the Final Four to
George Fox University. Still, the Red Hawks came
back the next day and defeated Tufts University
in the 3rd Place Game. Aquino and Tobie’s careers
came to an end, and Bennett, Curtis and Krauss took
on the mantle as the team’s upperclassmen.

Bennett, Curtis, Krauss and Snow were quieter in
their first year on campus but now, along with the
rest of the players on the team, they are nearly inseparable. They crack jokes together on the bench,
can be seen eating together from time to time at the
Rat, and they’re at the point where Krauss says they
“basically know everything about each other.”

The Montclair State women’s basketball team had
just made the NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 the year
before Bennett, Curtis and Krauss came in as freshmen. All three said they knew how good the Red
Hawks were, but none of them said they could have
imagined the run they were about to go on.

The Run

The Red Hawks ultimately won the NJAC Finals
but now, two years later, they did it with Bennett,
Curtis and Krauss all on the court together.
The women’s basketball team lost in overtime in
the second round of the 2016 NCAA Division III
Tournament, and now the four seniors are looking
to make one final NCAA Tournament run to close
out their careers. With that, though, comes the specter of any NCAA Tournament game could be the
last game any of these four seniors play in a Red
Hawk uniform.

Coming to an End

Bennett started every game that season, while
Curtis and Krauss still were contributing off the
bench. Snow played just over five minutes a game
that year, and the Red Hawks blazed through the
regular season and earned their third consecutive
NJAC title.

“We were just sitting around, and all of the sudden, Janitza [Aquino] started like beatboxing and
everyone else started going along with it,” Curtis
said. “And we were sitting in a circle, just everyone
was beatboxing. We just started making up songs
and stuff.”

“Oh, it’s been great,” Bennett said with a smile
about spending the past four years together. “And
the girls, you never know the personalities, but
everything was such a good gel fit. It’s like, we’ve
become so close since freshman year. We’ve been
through so many things and we all started playing
around the same time too.”

moment.”

“I never imagined I’d be going to the Final Four
my freshman year,” Snow said.

But, there was one thing that prevented the team
from reaching Grand Rapids, Mi., the site of the Final Four. Their flight was delayed.

Out of the four seniors, Curtis and Krauss were
slightly more familiar with each other compared to
the other two. They played high school basketball
against each other and hail from towns and short
drive away from the Jersey Shore. Bennett joined
Curtis and Krauss to round out the 2013-14 freshmen class, and Snow joined the trio a year later.

Dan Falkenheim | The Montclarion

“Being some of the leaders on the team, I think it’s
special,” Curtis said. “It feels good to keep up the
legacy that I think all of the graduating past seniors
have kept up. And it’s something that’s definitely
really special. It means a lot.”
Now, Bennett, Curtis and Krauss were all in the
starting lineup to end the 2015-16 season, and Snow
contributed with her three-point shooting off the
bench. It was their team now, along with Kate Tobie and Katie Sire. And, under pressure, they did
something that sent Panzer Athletic Center into utter pandemonium.
The Red Hawks had just relinquished a four-point
lead and found themselves trailing by two with
29 seconds left in the NJAC Finals. Krauss nailed
a three in the same corner where Aquino hit her
game-winning three two years earlier, gave Montclair State a one-point lead and the fans at Panzer
erupted in jubilation.
“That’s just a moment that I’ll always remember,”
Snow said. “And, jumping up on the bench and just
everybody cheering, that was just such a defining

Harvey usually keeps the team emotionally level
on the bench during rocky moments, but she became teary-eyed when reflecting on the senior’s final few games.
“I love this group,” Harvey said, pushing through
a bevy of emotions. “I do. Every group graduates
and it’s tough, but this group is something really
special in a way that I can’t really articulate. It’s been
my pleasure, every day has been great with them.”
Curtis, Krauss and Snow all said they haven’t let
the idea that one NCAA Tournament game could be
there last, but Bennett said she is starting to come to
grips with that reality.
“It’s scary,” Bennett said. “I was just talking to Katie Sire about that last night. Now that the regular
season is over and it’s playoff time, it’s not about
records, it’s not about rankings, any moment your
season can be done. And it kind of hit me last night
that it’s for real.”
The seniors’ success and growth on the court has
been exponential. Krauss, who came in as a role
player, now holds the Montclair State women’s basketball record for most career threes. Harvey contends Bennett has become the best post player in the
NJAC. Curtis is the definition of grit and grind and
she’s the swiss-army knife of basketball players, and
Snow solidifies the team’s depth off the bench.
On-the-court success is one thing, though, and
Harvey said one of the most rewarding aspects of
coaching this group of seniors is seeing their development as people and getting to know them.
“Even today, three of them came into my office
and just sat and laughed for a half hour,” Harvey
said. “I think just getting the chance to know them,
like that’s the really fun part. They love the trips,
for me it’s an opportunity to get to know them as
people and have some really fun times with them
that I wouldn’t have – they get to see me as a person,
they get to see me not worried about basketball. I really get to know them and share their life a little bit,
and that’s really rewarding.”
And now, with one NJAC and NCAA tournament
left, Bennett, Curtis, Krauss and Snow’s time as Red
Hawks is almost over.
“I’m going to miss it,” Krauss said. Without pause,
Curtis said, “Me too.”
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Year by Year
1975

High School Career
• Blaze did not start playing basketball competitively until she was a
senior at Cranford High School in
1975.

1976-78

College Career
•Three-Time All-American: 1976,
1977, 1978
•First winner of the Margaret Wade
Trophy, which was awarded to the
Women’s Basketball Player of the
Year (1977-78).
•Part of the first Montclair State team
to reach the Final Four in 1978.

Sports
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Blaze Within These
Pages
A Look at Past Coverage of
Carol Blazejowski
Within ‘The Montclarion’
Daniel Waffenfeld
Staff Writer
Jamie Lacono
Contributing Writer

Carol Blazejowski’s career
started here as a freshman
“Squaw” playing for Montclair
State College. Being a freshman meant that Blaze was held
to very high standards on the
court. She needed to be the
best, and the best meant beating Princeton University.
In an epic showdown against
New Jersey rival Princeton University, Montclair State played

a competitive game to pull off a
huge victory. Blazejowski and
Anne Fuller came to play as
they each played their hearts
out to narrow a huge deficit.
The Tigers scored first leading in the first minutes of the
game, but Montclair State
fought hard to get back into the
game. Blazejowski and Randy
Burdick scored eight points
each to cut the lead and create
some pressure on the Tigers.
The Squaws continued on a hot
streak, as lead rebounder Fuller
came up big with 12 rebounds
and Blazejowski knocked down

35 points.
At halftime Montclair State
led 47-17 in a surprising blowout. Princeton’s defense had
trouble stopping the Squaws’
fast powered offense and
couldn’t answer offensively as
Montclair State out-rebounded
the entire second half.
Montclair States’s coach,
Cathy Paskert, was determined
all season to win this game.
She told The Montclarion, “We
should do a better job off the
boards.”
The Squaws ended up with a
77-30 victory.

March 6, 1977

Madison Square Record

•Blaze set the Madison Square Garden single-game college scoring
mark with 52 points against Queens
College in a game that was nationally
televised.

1970-80

USA Basketball

•Jones Cup Gold Medalist 1979
•Pan American Silver Medalist 1979
•World University Games Gold
Medalist 1979
•FIBA World Championship for
Women 1979 Gold Medalist
• Selected to the 1980 Women’s
Olympic team

Photo Courtesy of Patrick Hoesly on Flickr

Carol Blazejowski pictured in a Montclarion article in a Feburary 1975
issue featuring her game against Princeton University.

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Waffenfeld
and Jamie Iacono

Blaze for the Gold, and the
Olympic Boycott of 1980
Chasity Contant
Amanda Hendrickson
Contributing Writers

With a record-setting career
in women’s basketball, making
history at Madison Square Garden, and being the lead scorer at
world championship games, it
was inevitable for Carol Blazejowski to seek the golden opportunity for an Olympic career.
Blazejowski, nicknamed “The
Blaze,” was well on her way
for the gold. Her Olympic path
began with her famous performance on March 6, 1977 at Madison Square Garden. In a game
between Queens College and
Montclair State, Blaze scored a
total of 52 points for Montclair
State, the highest for both men’s
and women’s college basketball
(before the 3 point line). That
record remains unbroken to
this very day. That same year,
Blaze received several awards
and honors, including two collegiate Women’s Player of the
Year, and being “the first-ever
recipient of the Wade Trophy
as women’s basketball player of
the year,” according to the National Polish-American Sports
Hall of Fame.
Blaze began her professional
career by playing for U.S. teams
in national competitions. Blaze
led the nation’s teams to gold

in the World University Games,
the World Championships and
the R. William Jones Cup in
1979. Blaze also scored silver
with the U.S. team at the 1979
Pan American Games. In 1980,
Blaze became an Olympian. The
Polish-American Sports Hall of
Fame states, “When tryouts
were held for the 1980 team
Carol did not only make the
squad, but was named captain
as well.”
But there were problems up
ahead for the young Olympian
captain. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter gave Russia an ultimatum: remove Soviet troops
from Afghanistan or the United
States would not participate in
the 1980 Summer Olympics,
which were held in Moscow.
Unfortunately, much to Blazejowski’s dismay, the Olympics
were boycotted. Sixty-five countries chose not to participate in
the Olympics in 1980, including
the United States, because of
the Soviet Union’s decision to
invade Afghanistan and begin
the Soviet-Afghan War.
Instead of the Olympic Games,
many of the teams decided to
participate in in-home games to
show their skill, to feel as though
their training wasn’t wasted.
Even the media showed their
support with America’s boycott. The 1980 Summer Olympic

Games was going to be covered
by NBC, but they canceled the
coverage in support of the United States’ boycott of the games.
Not everyone felt the same
about America’s boycott. Blazejowski was on the 1980 Olympic basketball team that would
have, in all likelihood, brought
home the gold for USA. She,
and many other athletes, were
heavily disappointed with the
outcome of the ultimatum. The
American men’s and women’s
basketball teams were considered champions.
USAB.com said, “The American women posted an impressive 6-1 record to win the
tournament and established
themselves as an Olympic favorite along with the Soviets.”
Therefore, the boycott was
felt by all, fans and players
alike. The event that some had
trained their entire lives for was
now over.
Blazejowski said, “My reaction was more reality than apple pie and red, white and blue.
For me, it was about the years
I’d put in. I did feel that we unfortunately were innocent victims.”
After the boycott, Blazejowski
decided not to continue on with
her Olympic career, instead
continuing with professional
basketball.
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The Great Unknown
Alexa Arrabito
Rachael Maderia
Contributing Writers

Carol Blazejowski, better
known as “Blaze,” is known
for her record-breaking game
with the Montclair State University Women’s Basketball
team at Madison Square Garden, in which she scored 52
points against Queens College.
The proud alumna of Montclair
State and award-winning athlete is now working at her alma
mater. Surprisingly, not many
students know of her achievements or have even heard her
name before.
“I have no idea who that is,”
said Kayla Quigley, a communication and media arts major.
After telling Quigley that Blaze
had a record-breaking career
for Montclair State, Quigley

was impressed.
Marty Keating and Mike
Chance, both Montclair State
baseball players, had never
heard her name before, either.
Since her accomplishments
were acknowledged on a national level, it is troubling to
know that athletes and students
on this campus are unaware of
Blaze.
There are some students here
who do know Blazejowski and
are familiar with her remarkable basketball career.
Zoe Curtis and Sage Bennett
currently play for the women’s
basketball team at Montclair
State University. When asked
if they knew who Blazejowski
was, they answered “yes” without hesitation. The players also
were aware that she works on
campus.
When asked if they thought

Blazejowski should have a
building or hall on campus
dedicated to her, Bennett said,
“Yeah, that would be pretty
cool if she could get a building
named after her.”
Curtis added, “Yeah that
would be, considering she’s a
female athlete and was really
good.” Montclair State already
has a dining hall named after
Montclair State alumnus and
former star football player Sam
Mills.
So why does Montclair State
have a building named after a
former male athlete, but nothing acknowledging a former female athlete?
“I mean, yeah, it is unfair,”
Curtis said.
It’s about time Montclair
State recognizes the Blaze for
her outstanding achievements,
the basketball players agreed.

Women’s College Basketball
During the Blaze Era
Keith Selinski
Christian Guaman
Contributing Writers

In the 1970s women’s college
basketball was a very different game than what it is today.
Modern-day viewers are used
to big time programs from big
time conferences dominating
the basketball landscape, but in
the 1970s this wasn’t the case.
The game was dominated by
such small schools, like Immaculata College, Queens College,
Wayland Baptist University
and Delta State University.
These schools today are classified as divisions 2 and 3, a far
cry of what’s seen on television
nowadays. When watching
the game today, one might not
think that at one point in time
women played six-on-six, as
opposed to the five-on-five of
the modern game.
Perhaps the most important
breakthrough for women’s college basketball, and women’s
college sports in general, was

the passage of Title IX in 1972. It
stated that no person based on
their sex shall be discriminated
against in participating in any
educational program or activity receiving federal assistance.
This allowed more women to
go from high school to college
teams, as opposed to coming
from high school straight to a
traveling team.
In 1975 the first national exposure for women’s basketball
was between Maryland and Immaculata, and it became the first
women’s basketball game to be
televised nationally. Also, in
1975, Immaculata College and
Queens College were the first
women’s basketball teams to
play a game at Madison Square
Garden, with an attendance of
approximately 12,000 fans.
In 1976, the USA women’s
team made its first appearance in the Olympics, hosted
in Canada. The team, which
consisted of only college players, achieved the first Olympic
medal in women’s basketball.

That team is accountable for all
the success that women’s basketball has had since. That was
the beginning of a prosperous
era for the basketball team.
On March 6, 1977, Carol
Blazejowski set the record for
points made for male or female
with 52 points scored. Luisa
Harris of Delta University was
also awarded the first Broderick
Cup as the most outstanding
athlete in the AIAW in 1977.
In 1978, the formation of the
women’s professional basketball league became a reality.
The league consisted of eight
teams. The Chicago Hustle and
Milwaukee Does played the
very first game in the Women’s
Professional Basketball League.
During the three years that
the league lasted, the teams
crowned as champions were
the Houston Angels in 1979, the
New York Stars in 1980 and the
Nebraska Wranglers in 1981.

1977: The Year
of The Blaze

Nicole Mikic
Lea Porcelli
Contributing Writers

For New York City and the
rest of the world, 1977 was a
year of firsts. It was the year of
record-breaking athletes like
Carol Blazejowski, standout
stars like John Travolta, advances in science and technology and one-of-a-kind weather
patterns. According to public
weather records, snow fell for
the first and only time in Miami,
Florida on January 19, 1977,
kickstarting a year of unexpected headlines and events.
On March 5, 1977, just one
day before Blazejowski scored
52 points at Madison Square
Garden, President Jimmy Carter gave the public a chance to
voice their opinions. He opened
up a phone line to the public
for two hours, which allowed
46 people to call in and have a
chat with him during a session
that he called, “Ask President
Carter.” The session inspired
one of the most beloved skits
on Saturday Night Live, which
aired one week later on March

12, 1977.
New York experienced a
havoc-wreaking blackout on
July 13, 1977. This happened
at the same time that the Son
of Sam murders were occurring throughout the city, which
caused even more reason for
paranoia. The city stayed dark
for 25 hours, and by the time
the power came back on, arsonists had set more than 1,000 fires
and looters ransacked 1,600
stores.
Blazejowski was not the only
athlete making headlines in
1977. Reggie Jackson hit three
consecutive home runs in game
six of the World Series, bringing
the New York Yankees to their
World Series title against the
Los Angeles Dodgers on October 18, 1977.
Just as Blazejowski made history in the world of sports, Star
Wars made history in the movie
business, when George Lucas
released his first installment of
the series on May 25, 1977. The
movie went on to win seven
Oscars and grossed nearly $800
million worldwide. On December 16, 1977, Saturday Night

Fever was released. This blockbuster launched John Travolta’s
career and brought the disco
group, the Bee Gees, into the
mainstream music world.
In unfortunate news, two beloved stars of the entertainment
world died in 1977. “The King,”
Elvis Presley, died on August
16, 1977, and on December 25,
1977, the star of the silent film
era, Charlie Chaplin, died.
While breaking news was occupying headlines across the
globe, Blazejowski was in her
own world at Madison Square
Garden, scoring points and
breaking barriers that would
land her in the Basketball Hall
of Fame.
The remainder of 1977 would
bring surprises, heartache and
history-changing
headlines,
but one thing would remain the
same: the story of a small-town
girl from Cranford, New Jersey
who made it to the top.

1980-81

Professional Career

•Selected in the WBL Draft by the NJ
Gems
•Signed the biggest Women’s Basketball contract at that time, 3 years:
$150,000
•In Blaze’s only season the team
went 23-13 and lost in the first round
of the playoffs.
•Blazejowski led the league in scoring and won the MVP in her only
season.

1991-97

NBA Front Office

•Blaze worked six years alongside
David Stern in the NBA Front Office.
•She was inducted into the National
Basketball Association Hall of Fame
in 1994.

1997-2010

New York Liberty

•In 1997, Blazejowski was named
vice president and general manager
for the New York Liberty, one of the
first eight teams in the startup of the
WNBA.
•Won four conference titles during
her tenure (1997, ‘98, ‘00, ‘02), and
promoted to president in 2008
•In 2010, her contract with the Liberty
was not extended, and she came back
to Montclair State as Associate Vice
President of University Advancement.

Carol Blazejowski at Commencement.
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“She’s a pioneer in women’s
athletics.” In the words of Dr.
Jean Ficke, the dean of the
Graduate School and a former
coach of hers, Carol Blazejowski is revolutionary when speaking about women’s basketball.
Blazejowski, also known as
Blaze, began her playing career
here at Montclair State in the
1970s, and went on to become
one of the most talented players in the sport. She has since
returned to her alma mater as
the associate vice president for
external relations and university advancement. Almost 40
years later she is still remembered for setting one remarkable record inside the hallowed
walls of Madison Square Garden in 1978.
“I’ll never forget, it was a
10:30 a.m. game and I’m thinking to myself, ‘Who on earth is
going to come to [a] women’s
basketball game at 10:30 in the
morning?’” Blaze said.
To her surprise, close to
12,000 people filled the seats.
“I don’t ever remember how
it all happened until after the
game, quite frankly, when the
crowd was standing and roaring and yelling,” Blaze said.
In March of 1977, Blaze set a
collegiate record for both sexes,
putting up 52 points during a
game against Queens College
during a time where there were
no 3-point shots. That record
still stands to this day.
Blazejowski began what
would inevitably become a
Hall of Fame career at Montclair State in 1974, before the
true implementation of Title IX.
Despite the athlete’s immense
talent, the state school seemed
like the only option for Blazejowski.
“Montclair State was my
only choice,” Blaze said, “There
were no scholarships and quite
frankly we were a middle class
family, and we had no money
to go to a better school.”
However, her magnitude of
skill out-shined the reputation
that her university may have
had. She may have planted
her roots at a small school in
New Jersey, but she went on to
make national headlines. Blaze
led her team to the National
Championship game to face
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Carol Blazejowski: A
Montclair State Legend

Carol Blazejowski (left) with Dr. Jean Ficke (right) and
watching a women’s baseketball game.
University of California, Los
Angeles and grabbed a few
honors along the way, leading
the nation in scoring during her
1976–77 season and in points
per game the following year.
Whatever happened in the
Panzer Gym was only the beginning of a whirlwind of a career. During her junior year, she
set her eyes on a much bigger
prize, the 1976 Olympic team,
but came up short.
“That was a crushing blow for
me, and at the time, I was going
to hang up my sneakers,” Blaze
said.
Obviously, this was not the
case.
“She won’t tell you this, but
I’ll tell you this, by rights she
should have been on the ’76
team,” Ficke said.
Nonetheless, four years later,
Blazejowski successfully landed
a spot on the 1980 team and was
able to call herself captain. But
if anyone knows the story of the
1980 Olympics, Blaze wasn’t
given the chance to wave the
United States flag in Moscow
that year. As a result of unstable
U.S.-Russian relations, President Jimmy Carter boycotted
the summer games that year.

She considered the president’s decision as another
“crushing blow,” but said that
her goal was ultimately to make
the Olympic team and she did
just that.
“Whether we played or not
didn’t matter — now it doesn’t
matter, then it did,” Blaze said.
“I’ll always be an Olympian
whether we competed or not.”
The boycotted 1980 games
were Blaze’s last chance at a
gold medal. Once she accepted
any amount of money for playing, she was considered a professional athlete, deeming her
ineligible for Olympic consideration.
“Now it’s just ironic that every
athlete in the Olympics, no matter what sport it is, they’re all
professionals,” the ballplayer
said. “But that’s the way it goes,
right?”
The first Olympic games to
include professional athletes
were eight years later in 1988.
Though she never competed
in the Olympics, Blaze did
have the chance to represent
her country in her USA jersey
through another way. Along
with playing in competitions
worldwide, she participated in
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the Pan American Games and
the Basketball World Championship for Women, both in
1979.
“Carrying USA on your back
and hearing the national anthem, there’s no other feeling as
great as that,” Blaze said.
With the stroke of a pen, Blaze
became the highest paid athlete in the women’s professional
league, signing a three-year contract with the New Jersey Gems.
Unfortunately, those three years
never became a reality due to the
fact that the league folded after
her first season. This move effectively ended her playing career
but not her life in the basketball
world.
Working her way up from
the front office for the WNBA’s
New York Liberty, she eventually earned the title of general
manager and executive vice
president. She explained that
her transition into the world
of sports business was an easy
one, carrying the life skills she
learned while playing basketball along with her.
“It taught you teamwork,
leadership, sportsmanship and
how to work well with others,” Blaze said, not forgetting
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to mention how important her
competitive drive was as she
moved forward.
But as Blazejowski said, all
good things must come to an
end. Blaze’s time at the Liberty came to an end in 2010 but
fortunately, her connections
at Montclair State never faded
and she secured a job in College
Hall only feet away from the
courts she used to rule.
She hasn’t outgrown her basketball roots. She was enshrined
into the Basketball Hall of Fame
in 1994, inducted into the Montclair State Hall of Fame and was
a part of 2016’s New Jersey’s
Hall of Fame class. She also
teaches camps for young children to pass along her knowledge.
Despite what one may think,
Blaze never wanted to coach
the women’s team at her alma
mater. She said she was never
much of a coach because she
expected too much from her
players. Years later, she admits
her relationship with the team
could be better, but she always
shows her support for her fellow Red Hawks.
Ficke couldn’t help but comment on the lack of recognition
that Blaze receives on campus.
She blamed it partly on the fact
that she is a woman and partly
on the fact that Blaze doesn’t
seek adoration. She also blames
it in part on the simple fact of
how much time has gone by.
“Not everyone is always
focused on what happened in
1977,” Ficke said, “but I would
like to see Montclair State be a
little more cognizant and recognize the magnitude [of Blazejowski’s success].”
Then she mentioned the banner hanging above Sprague
Field for late NFL player and
Montclair State alumnus Sam
Mills, comparing their accomplishments yet inconsistency in
recognition.
Almost 40 years later, her
coach can’t stop speaking of her
accomplishments. “She’s in the
National Hall of Fame — you
know the one where Michael
Jordan is,” Ficke said. “Not
the National Women’s Hall of
Fame, the Hall of Fame, that’s a
pretty big deal.”

She Shoots and She Scores
Breaking Down
the Record for
Most Points in a
Game in the
Iconic Madison
Square Garden

Sean Garvin
Theofilos Stavrou
Contributing Writers

The date was March 6, 1977,
a day that was scheduled for
the first ever double header for
women’s college basketball at
Madison Square Garden. The
first of the matches would be
the Montclair State Red Hawks,
with an overall record of 21
wins and two losses, against
New York’s own Queens College Knights. What the crowd
of 12,336 did not know was that
history was about to be made
at the World’s Most Famous
Arena.
Carol Blazejowski of the
Montclair State Red Hawks
scored a record-breaking 52
points with 38 of them coming
in the second half alone, helping her team secure a win with a
final score of 102-91. Scheduled
as the first game of a double
header, Blazejowski stole the
show, seemingly making the

crowd forget about the next
game to take place between the
number one seed Immaculata
University and the number two
seed Delta State.
The game started slow with
Queens College leading Montclair State by eleven points at
the half. Montclair State scored
38 points in the first half, with
Blazejowski being held to only
14 points. Queens College, with
44 points at the half, was in a
good position to defeat the Red
Hawks, but second half turnovers ultimately decided this
contest. The Red Hawks capitalized on the eleven turnovers
committed by Queens College
in the last 20 minutes of the
game on their way to a victory.
Queens College Coach Lucille
Kyvallos told her team, “You
didn’t respond . . . you were
in control but you didn’t preserve.”
Even the 23 rebounds by the
Knights’ Althea Gwyn could
not help them keep the lead.

The Red Hawks took their time
passing the ball in order to
create space for quality shots,
allowing them to control the
second half. Blazejowski, the 5`
10`` forward, came out of the
half motivated, sinking midrange jump shots on her way
to 38 second-half points and
a spot in the record books. Because of four first-half fouls,
Blazejowski had to rely on her
textbook jump shot for most of
her points.
“I didn’t even realize I was
hitting the record,” Blazejowski
said.
“Blaze,” as she’s better known
in the sports world, described it
as “just in the zone,” successfully completing 17 of 21 secondhalf field goals and converting on four of eight foul shots.
Blazejowski entered the game
already leading the nation in
scoring averaging 33.5 points
per game, but in this game she
set a mark that the Garden may
never see again.

